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County Health Exposure 


INCREASING COSTS 
OF SERVICE TAKE 
BIGGER TAX SLICE 


Expenses Trebled While 
Poor Suffer From 


Lack Of Care 


Ignoring the urgent need for 
government economy the Musca- 
tine County Board of Supervisors 
has deliberately increased fees to 
be paid the Muscatine County 
Medical Society this year by 33 1-3 
per cent. This latest drain on the 
public treasury follows actions of 
the board two years ago when 
county medical costs were in- 
creased 300 per cent. 

Every effort has been made to 
keep the increase under cover. 
Through precipitating a legal bat- 
tle, the board so far this year has 
not published a single account of 
its doings as required by law. The 
official board proceedings which 
in all previous yeas have been 
published have not yet appeared 
in any newspaper this year. The 
Muscatine Journal, that champion 
of truth and purveyor of news to 
Muscatine, has not given a line 
to the new increase in medical 
rates by the board. 

With the trend to increasing 
medical costs by the county, there 
is indication that in 1934 another 
increase in rates will be granted 
the county health society. Mean- 
while the county gets no itemized 
bill, no definite report on what 
services are given by the physi- 
cians who get the taxpayers’ 
money. 

Need Police Help 

Citizens in dire need of medi- 
cal service but with little ready 
cash are forced to wait intermin- 
able periods for the help of phy- 
sicians. Reports have been made 
where repeated calls for doctors 
have resulted in no action until 
police were called and after tele- 
phoning several doctors finally 
obtained the services of one doc- 
tor. 

Several physicians who are 
members of the county medical 
society are known to have criti- 
cized the present method of coun- 
ty health service, but so enmeshed 
are they in the “ethics” of their 
profession, they dare not make 
open criticism. 

Spurred on by the protests of 
numerous citizens, some of the 
county supervisors are known to 
have been planning some changes 
in the county health service un- 
less the county medical associa- 
tion takes action to correct the 
situation. 

Under the system contracted 
for in 1933 the county will pay 
the medical society $4,800—$400 
monthly. Because of state laws, 
this money is paid to the society 
as a group of individuals. 

Previous Low Cost 
This compares with the low 


Please turn to page sixteen 











Iowa Homesteaders 
Trek To Arkansas 


On False Promises 


A typical example of the “busi- 
ness building’ policies of some 
chambers of commerce was shown 
this week when 250 Iowa citizens 
were sent into Arkansas on the 
promises that they would receive 
homesteads—but instead found 
nothing of the sort. The Sioux 
City, Ia., and Little Rock, Ark., 
Chambers of Commerce are still 
arguing over who is responsible 
for the plight of the 250 Iowans. 

The colonists were roaming over 
the hills on Thursday seeking the 
imaginary homesteads. Most of 
them are destitute and Arkansas 
residents hard hit themselves 
were worried over prospects of 
having to provide food and shel- 
ter for the Iowans. 

The colonists said they were 
sent to Arkansas by the Sioux 
City, Iowa, Chamber of Commerce 
and promised homesteads on gov- 
ernment land. The project has 
drawn criticism from the Little 
Rock Chamber of Commerce. 

D. Dodson Lewis, manager of 
the Little Rock Civic organization, 
said he had discouraged the 
colonization plan from the start 
when an inquiry about such a 
project was made by R. W. Tack- 
aberry, general secretary of the 
Sioux City organization. 

Lewis said: “We pointed out 
that most of the government land 
available for such a colony is un- 
developed, still in timber, hilly, 
and in some instances mountain- 
ous, and that it would be several 
months and perhaps a full year 
before the colony could expect to 
produce the barest necessities. We 
pointed out further that Arkansas 
already has a_ serious enough 
problem to care for its own needy 
citizens.” 


RAIROAD SEEKING 
FARE REDUCTIONS 


WASHINGTON—The Louisville 
& Nashville Railroad applied to 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion for permission to establish, 
for a period of six months, reduc- 
tions in passenger fares between 
all points on its line. The proposed 
fares are on the following basis: 
one-way fares, good in coaches 
only, 2 cents per mile; one-way 
fares, good in sleeping cars, 3 
cents per mile. , 

The request runs counter to the 
postition recently taken by a 
committee representing most of 
the railroads in opposing general 
reductions at this time. 

In its application th eLouisville 
& Nashville declared that passen- 
ger fare reductions represented its 
only hope of retaining its passen- 
ger traffic and stated that since 
1923, and particularly in the last 
few years, the number of passen- 
gers Using its lines had steadily 
decrvased. 











FORMER OFFICIAL 
CHARGES SCHOOLS 
BOARDS ARE LAX 


Tells Of Experiences To 
Show Laxity Of 


Members 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — Wil- 
liam McAndrew, former superin- 
tendent of Chicago schools, who 
was dismissed from his post after 
a@ controversy with a former 
mayor, attacked political domin- 
ation of education in a _ speech 
here. 

Attacks Board Action 

Crooked political action by 
school boards waxes and wanes,” 
Mr. McAndrew continued. “I have 
served under fifteen school board 
presidents. Nine held their boards 
to righteousness and six allowed 
their followers to indulge in 
crooked practices. 

“Political interference with the 
improvement of the teaching force 
is a sign of clumsy superintend- 
ence. The duty of school trustees 
to provide the community with 
full return for its money in the 
way of education is so weakly ap- 
preciated by most boards I have 
known that one wonders why we 
call them boards of education. 
They wouldn’t know education if 
they met her coming down the 
road.” 

Referring to a former mayor of 
Chicago, who waged war on “old 
King George,” the former super- 
intendent said he was once asked 
whether he was against George 
ITI. or George V. getting into the 
schools. 

“What?” the ex-mayor was 
quoted as saying. “Are there two 
of them?” 





Impeachment Charge 
Against Judge Letts 
Renewed In Congress 


WASHINGTON—New impeach- 
ment charges against F. Dickinson 
Letts, associate justice of the dis- 
trict supreme court were filed 
Tuesday in the house of repre- 
sentatives. Justice Letts was 
joined with Associate Jesse C. 
Adkins, also of the district su- 
preme court, in the bill of com- 
plaint, which charged both jurists 
with “high crimes and misde- 
meanors.” 

In support of this allegations W. 
Bissell Thomas, local attorney 
who filed the impeachment 
charges, said that he represented 
3,000 persons who had _. bought 
bonds of Wardman properties, 
real estate development which in- 
cluded the Wardman park hotel 
here. Letts and Adkins, he said, 
entered an order permitting sale 
of the Wardman holdings at a 
price considerably less than their 
true value. 


= “SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE FREE PRESS” -——--—- 








PLANS 
RELIEF 


PRESIDENT ACTS 
TO AVERT CRASH 


By JAMES R. 


CONNOR, Jr. 


While millions of Americans are in dire need of 


small sums to pay for their 


daily food and other neces- 


sities which they could pay for if they could withdraw 
part of the billions they have in American banks, the 


bankers of the nation this 


week delayed any definite 


action toward ending the so called banking “mora- 


torium.”’ 


The situation in Muscatine was typical of the 
plight of the entire nation although in a few instances 
broadminded bankers with sound institutions have 
ignored proclamations and resolutions and have kept 
their banks open maintaining business as usual. The 
honesty and business foresight of the banks which 
stayed open deserve commendation. 





LEGION MEETS 
IN MUSCATINE 


Prominent Legionaires 
Expected At First 
District Meet 


American Legion leaders are 
expected in Muscatine next Tues- 
day, for the first district conven- 
tion. 

Earl Hall, Mason City, state 
commander; R. J. Laird, Des 
Moines, state adjutant; Frank 
Miles, Des Moines, editor of The 
Iowa Legionaire; Robert Colflesh, 
Des Moines, and G. Decker 
French, Davenport, former state 
commanders; Ray Murphy, can- 
didate for national Legion com- 
mander this year; and Attorney 
General Edward L. O’Connor, are 
expected to attend the meeting. 

The program as announced by 
Commander Warren Davis: 

10 a. m. at 2 p. m—Open house 
at Legion home. 

2 p. m.—Business meeting at 
Legion home. 

5:30 p. m.—Parade. 

7 p. m.—Banquet at Elks home. 


WORKERS BENEFIT 
DANCE SATURDAY 


The Citizens’ Employed and 
Unemployed League of Muscatine 
will hold a benefit dance in the 
Moose hall starting at nine o’clock 
Saturday night. Nellson’s four 
piece orchestra will furnish music. 

The committee in charge of the 
dance,, William McGee, Clarence 
Koepping and Howard Aspe, has 
worked for two weeks to make the 
dance a success and a large at- 
tendance is expected. 

Admission charges wiil 





cents a couple with 10° cénts for |. 


each extra lad 


25; 


>» There is no doubt that any 
bank which wishes to open can do 
so. The First National Bank at 
Dubuque and practically all New 
York City banks are open as are 
many more over the nation. If 
this is illegal why are not these 
banks prosecuted? The same 
thing happened in Muscatine on 
January 14 when the First Na- 
tional and Hershey banks closed 
but the Muscatine State bank re- 
mained open. 

Interest of the nation turns to 
Washington for the forthcoming 
action of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. Already the country’s 
new chief executive has shown he 
will not stand for any half heart- 
ed evasions of the banks’ obliga- 
tions by decrying the use of scrip. 

Meanwhile Muscatine’s banks 
go along with the majority of 
their banking associates by keep- 
ing their institutions closed. Those 
who have tried to force them into 
some definite action are subject- 
ed to _ ridicule. Rev. W. H. 
Schwiering, pastor of the . Cedar 
Street Baptist church, and chair- 
man of the First National Bank 
depositors’ committee has been 
attacked in the most scurrilous 
way. Threats have been made 
that he would losé his ministry 
through machinations of those op- 
posed to his demands for a clarifi- 
cation of the bank muddle. 


Not Daunted 

A man of principle and courage, 
Rev. Schwiering has not been 
daunted by these threats. His 
loyal friends and members of his 
congregation have stood by him 
and are ready to fight for him. 

“Leading” bankers and self 
styled “statesmen” are _ issuing 
meaningless statements by the 
bushel all tending to confuse the 
bank depositors so that few really 
understand what is going on. It 
is doubtful if the bankers them- 
selves could explain in business 
English what they are trying to. 
do, but there is little doubt the 
depositors’ interests are net re- 
ceiving as much attention ‘as are 
the bankers’ needs. 

Radicals’ Opportunity 

Radical groups are seizing on 





Please turn to page three 
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VM ORE MURDER — The press 
carries reports about a 
large X-ray machine to be placed 
in Chicago for cancer work and 
they say—a large machine was 
recently used in Berlin with 1,- 
250,000 volts—certainly it was— 
but they don’t mention the re- 
sults obtained—they made _ the 
eancer of the hand so bad with 
the treatment that in December 
they treated the patient and in 
January had to cut the hand off 
—that is what X-rays do and if 
they use them on you for inter- 
nal cancer cases you die sooner. 
A‘ THE BAKER Hospital we 

have had X-ray and radium 
burned cases and they . were 
cured—but th: more X-ray or 
Radium used on a patient—the 
longer it takes to cure them with 
Baker Treatments—there should 
be a law against using radium or 
X-rays for the treating of any 
disease—it kills when used in ex- 
cess—tortures when used in mod- 
eration—Muscatine has a sample 
of it—Dr. Howe used X-rays on a 
man’s back—burned him with a 
terrible ugly sore—he sued Dr. 
Howe and received a $20,000 ver- 
dict—the Muscatine Clinic was 
strong for such torture but they 
had to pay in the end—they didn’t 
pay—their insurance company did 
—doctors get malpractice protec- 
tion for $34.75 per year on their 
policy—they can do anything and 
get by. 





OOR WOMEN — now dead— 

“ children left alone in the 

world, husbands with a lot of sor- 
row with their many friends— 
and why? Just because some news- 
papers continue to be puppets of 
medical societies and print their 
false propaganda. These women 
read all the newspapers regarding 
what a wonderful thing radium 
was and how beneficial to man- 
kind—they were never told the 
truth that radium kills and never 
cures so they got a job in a 
watch factory and painted with 
radium paint on watch dials— 
they touched the paint brush to 
their lips—they did not die im- 
mediately but after years of un- 
told suffering those five women 
suffered every torture known to 
humanity—one died—now on 
February 20, Miss Katharine 
Schaurb of Roseland, New Jersey 
passed away, and is claimed the 
other three are dying — all five 
brought suit against the United 
States Radium Corporation of 
Orange, New Jersey in 1928 in 
which they claim their death was 
only a matter of a few years—they 
secured judgment and Dr. Harri- 
son S. Martland, chief medical 
examiner of Essex county an- 
nounced that the cause of death 
was carcoma of the left thigh, a 
disease attributable to radium 
poisoning—These women brought 
suit for $250,000 each and the 
court gave them $10,000 each, 
free medical care and annuities of 
$400—the moral of this story is if 
anyone burns you with X-ray or 
Radium sue them for damages. 





ULLY FOR HERRING—he says 
') the last election shows that 
the people wanted a change and 
that he will not appoint another 
old standby who is already in— 
that’s fine work— see he has Dr. 
Steelsmith, health commissioner 
of Iowa—SLATED TO GO—that’s 
wonderful—now if he appoints a 
non-member of the Iowa State 
Medical Association we will get 
decent and constructive health 
progress in Iowa. Gov. Herring, 
I believe will do ‘some real things 
and has a big job undoing the 
gang’s reinforcements for the 
past 74 years. But he will do it 


Please turn to page four 


BROADCASTING TRUST HIRES 
NEWTON D. BAKER AS LAWYER 


WASHINGTON — Report was 
current awhile ago that the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcast- 
ers was looking for “a Democratic 
leader of national standing” to 
be attorney for the N.A.B. in its 
copyright fight against the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers and 
Publishers. Now it has found its 
man. He is the Hon. Newton D. 
Baker, former Secretary of War. 

There is a group within the N. 
A. B. that thinks broadcasting 
should emulate the motion picture 
producers by having a “czar.” Se- 
lection of Elder Will Hays for the 
movie job was purely and simply 
a political move to stave off what 
appeared at fhe time to be a de- 
finite trend toward motion picture 
censorship. 

Ostensibly, so far as the pub- 
lic was concerned, Elder Hays was 
there to “clean up the movies,” to 
elevate their moral tone and to 
anoint the industry with churchly 
zoose grease. For all practical 
purposes, his czaristic _ presence 
was needed for what he was ex- 
pected to do politically in case the 
ternisorship movement got out of 
bounds. 

The broadcasters are a practi- 
cal-minded tribe. For four years 
they have been making love to the 
Hoover Administration. No Hoover 
speech was too unimportant to 
cause National Broadcasting Com- 
pany to give it a nation-wide 
hookup. But now that the Re- 
publicans have folded up their 
tents, the broadcasters have 
switched their affection to the 
Democrats. 


Political Reputation 


Baker as a big Democratic gun 
is expected to lend the weight of 
his political reputation to the bat- 
tle against the composers and 
publishers, who have been charg- 
ing higher royalties for their songs 
and music then the broadcasters 
want to pay. 

Whether Baker will eventually 
be called to function as a “czar” 
may be doubted. Oswarld F. 
Schuette, who licked Radio Cor- 
poration of America to a stand- 
still in the patent litigation for 
the independent radio-set manu- 
facturers, and was then hired by 
the broadcasters as their ace stra- 
tegist, knows more about’ radio 
law and the history of radio in 
fifteen minutes than Newton 
Baker could learn in a year. This 
business of “czaring’” is not the 
fundamental idea at all. 


Stuffed Shirt 


The Cleveland stateman, who 
turned to corporation law practice 
when he quit Wilson’s cabinet, is 
to be the stuffed shirt for the po- 
litical window-shoppers. What- 
ever radio bullets he fires will be 
molded by Schuette. 

Mr. Baker states that he will 
attempt, “by negotiation or liti- 
gation, as may be necessary,” to 
effect a settlement of existing dif- 
ferences between the music group 
and the broadcasters. For this 
job he will be paid plenty. 


Campaign Debts 


Much adverse criticism is being 
heard in these parts against a sit- 
uation brought about by the re- 
cent national campaign. The 
Democratic National Committee 
still owes National Broadcasting 
Company $107,571.71 and the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System $47,- 
650.50. The Republican National 
Committee owes for “radio and 
other expenses” $124,971.84. 











With both parties owing some- 
thing like a quarter of a million 
dollars to the two radio chains, 
what effect will this fact have on 
pending radio legislation? It is 
reasonable to suppose that Con- 
gressmen will be reminded pri- 
vately of their parties’ financial 
obligations whenever bills the 
broadcasters do not like are up 
for consideration in committee. 





HUEY LONG 
Dear Editor: 

Your article on Huey Long 
spoke the truth. He is one of the 
few men in this county on whom 
the people can depend for real 
help. The big city newspaper as 
the hirelings of Wall Street fear 
him. That is why they printed as 
much against him as possible in 
the recent hearings. 

The hearing in New Orleans 
was authorized by Congress to 
investigate the Overton-Broussard 
election of last September, but out 
of over 2400 pages of transcript 
not more than 20 pages pertained 
to that election. The balance of 
the testimony is merely a recital 
on the part of defeated and dis- 
gruntled politicians, of their dis- 
like for Senator Long. It was 
nothing more than a renewal of 
charges these same men had 
made from the stump on any 
number of occasions and which 
had always been disproved either 
by the Senator or some of his as- 
sociates, and following which the 
voters of the state of Louisiana 
have always successfully support- 
ed Senator Long or his. candi- 
dates. 

These political enemies of his 
merely took advantage of a privi- 
leged hearing to get into the 
newspapers many charges that 
the press has always refrained 
from publishing for fear of libel 
procedure. To the outside world 
these charges appeared quite sen- 
sationai, but have always been 
known and laughed at by the elec- 
torate of Louisiana. 

Much space has been given to 
the fact that two of Senator 
Long’s brothers testified against 
him at the hearing, in spite of 
the fact that Senator Long had 
bestowed upon his brother Earl, 
perhaps the best paying appoint- 
ive office within his power while 
governor. Because of Senator 
Long’s refusal to support Earl 
Long for governor to succeed him- 
self, and the refusal to accept a 
“compromise” proposal that 
would have had the effect of 
making Earl Long governor at 
the end of one year’s service as 
lieutenant governor, the Senator’s 
brothers immediately began their 
so-called exposure of Huey PP. 
Long’s activities from the time he 
was sixteen years of age, through 
two campaigns and terms of of- 
fice as Railroad Commissioner of 
the state of Louisiana, unsuccess- 
ful candidate for governor, and 
also as governor of Louisiana. All 
of these matters were allowed to 
be revived in the hearing at New 
Orleans iast month, and although 
the Committee’s counsel was per- 
mitted twelve days to investigate 
Huey P. Long, rather than the 
Overton-Broussard contest, Mr. 
Overton and Senator Long were 
allowed only two hours in which 
to present a defense. 

Cc. J., 
Baton Rouge, La. 
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CAMPAIGN. EXPENSES 

Despite the hard times of the 
most unprecedented depression in 
the history of the country, the 
Republican and Democratic na- 
tional committees managed to run 
up campaign expenses totaling $4,- 
308,830.27. The G.O.P. ran more 
than a million dollars ahead of 
the winners, the figures being $2,- 
670,652.69 and $1,638,177.58. The 
Domestic deficit reported is $769,- 
055 and the Republican $239,540. 
The largest’ single Republican 
contributor was Henry Ford, who 
gave $25,000, while Bernard 
Baruch topped the Democratic 
slate by kicking in $53,000. 

Expenses of the national com- 
mittees were only part of the costs 
of the big quadrennial show. How 
much was spent in each of the 
forty-eight States has not been 
estimated. It would be interesting 
to know the exact figures. 





DICTATORSHIP 


One of the curious developments 
of the last few weeks is Speaker 
Garner’s conversion to the idea 
that a dictatorship is necessary if 
expenses are to be reduced. “There 
can be little saving unless Roose- 
velt is given the power to abolish 
bureaus and remove people from 
the payroll who ought to be re- 
moved,” he says. 

This is regarded as an admis- 
sion that Congress won’t do the 
necessary reducing under any cir- 
cumstances. The problem now 
for all Congressmen is how to 
mollify hungry government job- 
seekers who are pestering them 
to death. Secretly, many of the 
solons would like to shunt the 
whole business into Roosevelt’s lap 
in order to get the horde of un- 
employed politicians off their 
necks. 





FAT RAKEOFFS 


Charles E. Mitchell, resigned 
chairman of the great National 
City Bank of New York, told a 
Senate Committee that he receiv- 
ed “bonuses” of about $3,500,000 
in 1927, 1928 and 1929. The bonus 
payments were in addition to his 
salary of $25,000 a year. 

Mitchell was not the only “big 
man” to receive exorbitant  sal- 
aries and bonuses during the years 
of so-called prosperity. Execu- 
tives of railroads, steel corpora- 
tions and many other lines’ of 
business received huge incomes. 


The big incomes of business 
executives were one reason why 
thousands of their employes re- 
ceived low pay. The workers had 
to take low pay in order that the 
“big money” could go to the men 
at the top. The “boom years” 
were not years of prosperity for 
all. Millions of wage earners re- 
ceived small pay, in many cases 
near mere existence levels, which 
was a big factor in bringing on 
one of the worst depressions in 


the nation’s history. 


BUYER, BEWARE! 

Just an old Spanish (clive) 
custom. The unwary grocery 
buyer at a Muscatine chain store 
may pick out an attractive bottle 
of olive with the label 16 FLUID 
ounces. Apparently the jar is 
just stuffed. with olives, and a 
bargain at 21 cents. But when 
the buyer opens the bottle he will 
find a false center of brine with 
olives on the. outside. If the holes 
were filled there would be room 
for at least six more olives. Evi- 
dently the bottle has been packed 
with a filler stuck, in the centcr. 
When all the olives are arranged 
on the OUTSIDE of the bottle 
showing what seems to be a com- 
pletely crammed bottle the filler 
is removed and brine substituted. 
The trick of course is in the fluid 
ounces. The small independent 
Procer may‘sell the same brand 
| but not likely. He values his cus- 
itomers’ good will too much. 


RADIO ADVERTISING 

In the scramble for radio ad- 
vertising, broadcasting stations 
have of late been taking question- 
able patent-medicine stuff that 
hasn’t been able to pry its way 
into newspaper columns for more 
than twenty years. Such broad- 
casting of quack nostrums has 
brought vigorous protest from 
some of the leaders in the pioneer 
movement for pure food and drug 
laws a quarter of a century ago. 

The present Radio Commis- 
sion’s ingenious statement that 
educational programs can be left 
to the “voluntary gift” of com- 
mercial stations serves to remind 
us that in a few years more there 
won’t be any educational stations 
left on the air, unless Congress 
acts to give them preferred con- 
sideration as non-profit-making 
organizations. In 1927 there were 
ninety-five such stations operat- 
ing in the United States. Today 
there are only thirty-nine. These 
have been jockeyed into impossi- 
ble hours for operation on the 
least desirable kilocycles. The big 
profit boys have gobbled*up all 
the preferred positions, and the 
Radio Commissioners draw $10,- 
000 each as salary as they chant 
their hymn that radio serves “the 
public interest, convenience and 
necessity.” 








PUBLIC PRINTING 

Uncle Sam’s public printing bill 
for the fiscal year ending June 30 
was $15,181,081.59. Congress top- 
ped the list of expenditures with 
| a total of $3,000,000, an increase 
over the preceding fiscal year of 
$595,805.09 for the printing of 
the Congressional Record and 
bills, resolutions and documents. 
For printing done in the 1931 fis- 
cal year $141,000 was paid out of 
the 1932 budget. 
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Don’t Kid Yourself! 


WE ARE STILL BUYING POULTRY 
EGGS AND CREAM 


Kautz Produce 
Muscatine Creamery 
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Ladies’ and Children’s half soles, 





SHOP Reece eeeeesseeeeeeeeeere: 











sewed on, per pair 


Men’s leather or composition soles 
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311 E. 
GOODYEAR 





GOODYEAR SHOE REPAIR WORKS 


1055 Hershey Ave. 
G. P. PETERSEN, Proprietor 





2nd St. 
SHOE SHOP 
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT ACTS 
TO AVERT FINANCIAL PANIC 


(Continued from page one) 


the business chaos as the means 
of exploiting their doctrines. Na- 
turally, confused by the vaccila- 
tion, indecision and stupidity of 
the bankers, the ordinary bank 
depositor becomes more desperate 
and restless each day and is more 
inclined than ever to listen to 
radical proposals. 

President Roosevelt has shown 
by his inaugural speech and his 
later actions that he intends to 
protect depositors from as much 
loss as possible. Rut the powerful 
interests of the banking organiz- 
ations and individual groups of 
billionaire financiers are using 
their usual insidious methods to 
hamper and hinder the President. 

The problem resolves itself 
down to simple terms—Lack- 
ing in business sagacity to 
the extent they are befuddled 
on what course to pursue but 
still grasping greedily on their 
gains, the nation’s leading 
bankers and financiers are 
panicky, but seeking some 
method, no matter how un- 
fair to depositors, to extricate 
themselves from the mess 
they made by speculation and 
poor business judgment. 


Bank Interests 


The bankers look to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt for a plan of 
relief from the financial crisis, 
but will agree to nothing 
which does not safeguard 
their own interests although 
the plan may be unfair to de- 
positors. They will fight any 
attempt to distribute fairly 
inevitable losses, but want 
depositors to assume complete 
liability. 

Thus Mr. Roosevelt has 
probably the greatest prob- 
lem ever to face a President 
since George Washington. His 
greatest test is ahead. All 
loyal Americans will hope he 
devises a fair plan for relief 
and will aid him if he does. 


No matter what course he fol- 
lows, President Roosevelt will be 
condemned by some _ interests. 
The common people of America 
might as well reconcile themselves 
to the fact that they will have to 
bear a large part of the loss. Too 
long they allowed false financial 
leaders to accept money for spec- 
ulation. 

The most important question is 
—will the people allow the bank- 
ers to evade their moral and eco- 
nomic obligations? There is no 
question that the bankers will at- 
tempt to do this. While big city 
subsidized newspapers are prating 
how the public should trust banks 
and bankers, their own columns 
are carrying accounts of bankers 
being sent to jail for thievery. And 
notices of all bankers who go to 
jail are not carried in all news- 





President’s Plans 
President Roosevelt’s initial 
plans call for issuance by the fed- 
eral government of at least two 
billion dollars in bank notes. This 
would be loaned to banks on the 
banks’ “liquid assets.” If this 
were done, thousands of deposi- 
tors would be able to draw at 
least part of their money from the 
banks. Some bankers oppose the 
plan terming it “rank inflation.” 
They do not point out that if 
their assets are of little value as 
might be proved if the plan were 
followed they might not be able 
to borrow any of this new money 
and thus be exposed as holders of 
worthless bonds they never should 
have bought. 
Under the liberalized lending 
terms proposed by this “inflation” 
plan, there would be no question 
that the government would ad- 
vance cash to any bank which had 
legitimate collateral. One may 
suspect that any bank opposing 


so called assets will not stand in- 
vestigation. The lending would 
be done through federal reserve 
banks. 

President Roosevelt’s proposal 
is revolutionary—to the bankers. 
In essence however it means there 
would be cash backed by the gov- 
ernment to repay deposits in 
banks. That is for any bank 
which had decent “liquid assets.” 
For a bank which had its safe 
crammed with Peruvian bonds and 
notes signed by the brother-in-law 
of an uncle of a sister of the 
bank’s president on little or no 
collateral, it would be too bad. 
That bank would be politely told 
by the government that the bank’s 
assets were worthless. 

Inflation? 

Of course some bankers will 
oppose the President’s plan and 
give involved explanations of their 
opposition. The one legitimate 
reason they could give would be 
the old cry of “inflation.” No 
one knows what a controlled in- 
flation such as proposed by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt would do for the 
United States. At the worst it 
would make a loaf of bread cost 
$1,000. At the same time the la- 
borer would probably be drawing 
$61,000 daily. That is inflation 
such as happened in Germany} 
after the World War. 

But what of a regulated, modi- 
fied inflation which this country 
might achieve? To begin with it 
would release billions of dollars 
from the banks. The depositors in 
the banks would have the money 
they wanted. They could put it 
back in the banks or spend it or 
invest it. They could buy mort- 
gages, automobiles, subscribe to 
this newspaper, pay some old bills, 
catch up with their taxes, get in- 
toxicated, get a divorce, get mar- 
ried, buy a new suit, gamble, play 
the stock market, or take a trip 
to Florida. But brought back to 
hoir senses after the economic 
drunk this country indulged in 
i: 194Y¥, what do you think the 
great bulk of our people would do? 
Would they be foolish with their 





Papers. 


money or would they invest it 















continue to hatch until June. 










horns, Anconas. 












with us. 
Located at 1174 Lucas on 


Nitice To Poultry Raisers 


Notice to baby chick buyers. We are hatching baby chicks 
as usual, with our machines running full capacity. Besides 
doing custom hatching, we have taken off 4 hatches and will 


We ship out hatching eggs and can use several more good 
flocks. Call or write us for arrangements. 

We are hatching this season: Br. Rocks, Buff Rocks, White 
Rocks, White Wyandotts, R. I. Whites, R. I. Reds, Buff Orp- 
ingtons, White and Buff Minorcas, White, Buff and Br. Leg- 


We have taken over Hillis Phillips’ wonderful flock of Eng- 
lish White Leghorns at West Liberty, every hen weighing 41% 
Ibs. or over, cockerels 7 Ibs. or over and every bird from dams 
of 300 egg records or over. These chicks will cost a little more 
than regular chicks but are worth it. You can place your orders 
with Mr. Hillis Phillips, at West Liberty, or with us. 

All of our chicks may cost a little more, but it’s the chicks 
you raise that count with you, and the repeat orders with us. 

Please let us have your orders as early as possible, as we 
are pretty well booked upon some breeds now. 

Write us for prices or better still come in and have a talk 


We can finance you on your brooder stoves, both coal and oil. 


The Iowa Poultry Farms 


Muscatine, Iowa 





wisely? The latter course seems 
more probable. 

The bankers can cry their croc- 
odile tears about “inflation.” 
They will point to Germany’s 
former plight. But the German 
inflation was vastly different from 
the course outlined by President 
Roosevelt. The German govern- 
ment itself paid out its currency 
and had little assets behind the 
money. There are sound assets in 
most of our nation’s banks. There 
are poor assets in many banks and 
under President Roosevelt’s plan 
these would be learned, and the 
inefficient lackadaisical, foolish 
banker would be forced out of 
business. Perhaps forced into jail 
where he belongs. 

Dangerous Delay 

Inflation is dangerous. Is any- 
thing more dangerous than the 
policy of delay and dallying which 
has characterized most banks 
since they began to be asked to 
make good their responsibilities 
to depositors? Can anything be 
much worse than the delay of the 
Hershey State and First National 
banks which almost two months 
ago closed and since that time 
have not advanced a single con- 





this plan has reason to believe its| fear? 































West Hill. Phone 2449. 










structive forward looking plan to 
relieve community unrest and 


These are times for desperate 
measures. If the bankers with 
their much heralded business 
brains and acumen cannot find a 
way out of the pitfalls they have 
dug for themselves the President 
of these Great United States can. 








Spread Truth! Pass This Paper On 


HARD COAL MINERS FIGHT 
AGAINST NEW WAGE CUTS 





WASHINGTON — The contro- 
versy over wages in the anthra- 
cite coal fields between the United 
Mine Workers of America and the 
anthracite operators remained 
deadlocked by the inability of the 
Board of Reference consisting of 
Frank Morrison, secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor, 
representing the United Mine 
Workers, and George Rublee, a 
Washington attorney, represent- 
ing the operators, to reach an 
agreement. 

Mr. Rubles maintained the op- 
erators’ contention that conditions 
in the anthracite industry war- 
ranted a wage rate cut in order 
to enable the operators to meet 
various sorts of competition and 
that the cut was also warranted 
by the alleged reduction in the 
miners’ cost of living. 

Earnings Below Standards 

Both of these contentions were 
disputed by Mr. Morrison. “The 
trade unions,” he said, “do not ac- 
cept the cost of living theory as a 
basis from which wage rates shall 
be calculated.” He pointed out 


that as a result of idle time the|P 


miners were only employed 150 
days in 1932, for which they were 
paid $894 and inside laborers $793. 
cost of living budget for 1932 
placed at $1,431, Mr. Morrison de- 
clared that “the earnings of the 
miners were $537 less than the 











amount n to provide the 
necessities of life.” These figures, 
he said, completely demolished 
the operators’ cost-of-living con- 
tention for wage reductions. 

“With earnings of the miners at 
$88 a month in 1931,” Mr. Morri- 
son said, “the operators propose 
a reduction of 35 per cent, which 
would cut the miners’ earnings to 
approximately $57 # month. Sure- 
ly this proposal is made without 
any comprehensien of the con- 
sequences to the living standards 
of the miners.” 

Big Profits 

On the operators contention 
that their alleged heavy losses 
during the past year justified the 
wage reduction, Mr. Morrison held 
to the miners’ position that when 
during prosperity enormous divi- 
dends are paid, and resources dis- 
sipated by extra dividends and 
stock dividends of over 100 per 
cent, then the stockholders who 
own the anthracite producing 
corporations must expect income 
reductions during periods of de- 


ression. 

“The point has been reached in 
the deflation of earnings of an- 
thracite miners below which 
further decrease in earnings of 
employes through reduction in 
rates of pay is unthinkable, Mr. 
Morrison declared. 
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salvation or starve. 
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a better place for all of us. 


HAS YOUR FARM BEEN TAKEN FROM YOU? 


You have been fighting your fellow farmer in a blind production race with Wall 
Street and speculators forcing you to take small prices while they reap huge pre- 
fits. Politicians and trusts make certain you do not get a reasonable price for your 
labor, investment and knowledge. 


ARE YOU A FACTORY WORKER? 


You may lose your job next week—maybe you have already lost it. : 
working on short time with cut wages. Machines are being planned to displace 
You and your children and your children’s children have no future but a 


ARE YOU A SMALL STORE OWNER? 


| 

| 

The vast chain trusts with connivance of lawmakers are steadily making | 
economic struggle more hopeless. Government credit subsidies have been extended 
with prodigal] hands to your competing octopus while your own small loans are | 
threatened with foreclosure. 
| 

H 

| 

| 


ARE YOU AN OFFICE WORKER? 


You are dependent on the whims and twisted labor and wage saving policies of so 
called efficiency experts who will not do a day’s work themselves. Your job may 
be gone tomorrow. Foolishly you have “high hatted’” labor unions and do not 
You may be fired because some one does 


not care for the way you comb your hair. 


of organization. 


JOBLESS? 


You are farmers, clerks, mechanics, aviators, ditchdiggers, 
teachers, engineers, professional 
are not enough jobs to place you at one third of your former income. 
ing has no place for you. Rugged individualism says you can work out your own 


TO DO ABOUT IT? 


ff you would like a return to a real republican form of government in this coun- 
try, read the Midwest Free Press. With your help, the Free Press is trying to ex- 
pose the charlatanism of men in many professions and make the United States 
Free Press regularly by mailing this 


Get the 


6 months, $1.00 1 


for which you may send me the Midwest Free Press 


Address 


State 


men, business men deliberately ruined. There 


You are 


your 


laborers, bricklayers, 


Profiteer- 






year, $2.00 


If you live outside second zone, 150 miles or more from Muscatine, please enclose 
75c, 3 months—$1.50, 6 months—$3.00, one year. 
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Norman Baker Says 








(Continued from page Two) 


I believe and the Free Press will 
tell you about it—so read it ev- 
ery weck. 

GOZE— the country is fighting 

for it—but. the doctors want 
to be the ones who get the. first 
shot at selling. it—they know the 
drugless healers have cut so far 
into their business that they must 
get a hold of a new. business— 
selling booze — they are fighting 
hard to get their bill throug zh to 
give thom this risht—1 
siory— 

Washinstcn—The House voted 
to discard the present limitation 
on ithe number of liquor prescrip- 
tions a physician may issue, but 
rp nee concrrrence at this session 
is doubiful. 

Despite the absence of many 
wets, the measure was sent to the 

Senate by a harrow margin of 163 
to 160 on a roll call vote. Repre- 
sertative Blenton (Dem.), ‘Texas, 
leaccr of the fight against the 
legislation, forced the roll call aft- 
er it was approved by a standing 
vote o: 61 to 42, less than a 
quorum. 

Modifying the Volstead act, the 
b:ll removes the restriction of one 
prescription to each person cvery 
ten days for one pint of whisky 
or one quart of wine. In addition 
it permits the prescription of beer. 
It also lifts the limitation of 100 
prescriptions to each physician 
every ninety days. 

Instead the Attorney General 
and the Secretary of Treasury are 
jointly authorized to promulgate 
regulations effective Jan. 1, 1934, 
governing prescriptions. 

Explained by Representative 
Celler (Dem.), New York, its au- 
thor, the measure leaves to flexi- 
ble regulations rather than to in- 
flexiMle statutory provisions, the 
prescribing of liquor by doctors. 

It provides, however, that physi- 
cians may not issue prescriptions 
for more liquor than is necessary 
to supply a patient’s medicinal 
needs but places no limit on the 
needs. It eliminates from the 
prohibition act the provision re- 
quiring doctors to write liquor 
prescriptions on blanks provided 
by the Government, estimated to 
save. $110,000 a year, but requires 
that a stamp be placed on the 
bottles. 

Some day, if you give them 
what they want--—they will turn 
themselves into saloon keepers— 
anything for the almighty dollar. 





-hcore is the 





A S I WRITE this March 3rd— 

all banks in Texas are closed 
for a five day’s rest—have you 
folks thought about who desired 
this new stunt of bank vacations 
—here is something to think about 
—the bankers have stock in their 
banks—in case the bank closes 
they must pay full amount — for 
instance if you have $1,000 in 
bank stock and the bank goes 
broke you must pay another 
$1,000 to cover the amount of 
your stock — now bankers don’t 
want their banks to close as all the 
bankers in America would lose 
millions of dollars—-forced by law 
to cover up and make good the 
amount in cash—so these bank 
holidays come in handy and are 
the results of Banking Associa- 
tions’ fine work—if the farmers 
would organize like Bankers do— 
they would get $2.00 wheat over 
night—but they are not as smart 
as the bankers, lawyers, doctors 
and all other classes—Those fel- 
lows join one organization and 
stay put—fight together as one 
unit—when they go to a_ state 
legislature or Congress—they go 
with a FRONT — and 
bring back the bacon—BUT THE 
FARMERS—when they organize 
they believe in a hundred differ- 
ent farm organizations—and when 
they go to the Congress or state 
legislature for anything—they GO 
DIVIDED—the Farm Bureau will 
want one thing—the Farm Union 
another — the Grange another— 
and there they are—all fighting 
among themselves—cannot agree 
on any one thing—each unwilling 
to give in to the other—RESULTS 
—they never get anywhere—it is 
time they awaken—they have 
been browbeat for the past 100 
years—and nothing—POSITIVE- 
LY NOTHING will ever get them 
out of the rut until they drop the 
Farm Bureau, Union, Grange and 
all others apd ‘GET INTO ONE 





F 








SINGLE FARM UNIT ORGANIZ- 
ATION—without any government 
ties—just the same as Railwaymen 
Union and then fight as one unit 
with a solid front and everything 
will fall before them. 





ONIGHT—as I write this, 

March 3rd, there are 14 
truckloads of soldiers in Laredo, }+ 
Toxas—stationed on the i 
streeis—what for—I don’t know 
and could not find out—the banks 
are all closed—not a dime can 
anyone get to live on—maybe they 





N OTHER columns you read of 
two little tots killed by serum 
—when, oh when, will the public 
get wise to the fact that nature 
fills the bloodstream with pure 


| blood and humans inject serum 


i poisons into it to make it filthy 
and cause death — MOTHERS— 
FATHERS NEVER, NEVER, 














NEVER, NEVER let a doctor shoot 
serum in the body of those babies 
of your own blood—if you do—you 
will bury them sooner or later— 
and long before nature would 
have taken them from you _ in 


expected a rev olt of the pesple—-| case you did not poison the blood 
cmcihing must be done and done| that nature made pure—just be- 


soon or we 


will have many re-, 


volts — the farmers and worker's | % 
of 1776 foughi for existence and}! 


cause Vets get rich plugging cow 
tails filled with poison serum is 
no reason that you -should let 


this con dition today is nothing to | your children go to the graves to 


laugh at—it needs attention quick- | fill bank accounts fc 
pub- ican Medical Association who advo- 


and we need laws for the 








for the Ameri- 


lic not ali for bankers and capitai- | cate the poisoning of children 
istc—the farmers are robbed by! With serum—well anyway—liitle 
~ “sane” their stock taken froin {Edward and Rosalie are gone— 

hem by unfair tests—at the point | Passed to the Great Beyond—on 
ci a@ gun or threats of imprison-|2ccount of ignorance—guess the 
racni—-the laborers and the Jarm- |! | parents fell victims of doctors and 


ers are denied the right to draw' 
out their few dollers to live on— 
their families are in want—they 
are getting mad—and watch out | 
when millions of workers andi 
farmers get MAD—in the mean-| 
time the money class get all the 
laws they wish, make banking | 
laws that close banks—they gain | 
—public leses—the public suffers | 
—YES, ITS A TOUCHY CONDI- 
TION and the money grafters will 
lose eventually—think of the! 
head of the National City bank 
admitting to the senate commit- 
tee which is investigating the! 
stcck market—that they sold $90,- ' 
000,600 of Peruvian bonds—when 
they knew they had doubts of! 
the : : 

knew the records of bad pay-/| 
ments by Peru—they sold them to| 
sucker depositors and the local 
banks bought them and sold them 
to depositors all because—the Fed- 
eral Reserve bank approves for- 
eign bonds as OK’ed securities for 
banks—just a game by the Mel- 
lon-Morgan crowd who made 
about $850,000 on this one trans- 
action from Peru and knowing 
they were rotten bonds—quickly 
cscld to banks and the _ bankers 
knowing they were rotten bonds— 
quickly sold to the depositors— 
and the depositors not knowing 
they were rotten bonds but put- 
ting all their faith in their bank- 
er—now have those bonds in their 
safety boxes worth less than $10 
when they paid $100—do you see 
the point?—if you don’t, you are 
sitting on it. 














GAIN I REPEAT—a lot of 

you folks have lost millions 
because you did not heed my aa- 
vice—I told you years ago and 
been preaching it ever since—put 
your money in Postal Savings 
banks or buy United States bonds 
—not industrial or investment cor- 
poration bonds — but good old 
U. S. gold bonds—they are safe— 
Mexican banks carrying U. S. 
dollar accounts and pay FIVE 
PER CENT on time deposits and 
THREE PER CENT on checking 
accounts — how’s that for good 
sounding—only one bank closing 
in Mexico and they will pay off in 
full and their trouble was through 
connections it is claimed with a 
San Antonio bank. 





HiEY CLAIM the United Far- 

mers of America—a new farm 
organization is having trouble 
within their own house—one thing 
is sure no farm organization : 
can succeed on 25 cents yearly 
premium—that would not buy 
postage stamps for one mailing 
list to members—or provide the 
members with a yearly mouthpiece 
as large as a postal card. 








N OPPORTUNITY—in event 

the office of United States 
Attorney General is not perma- 
nently filled by time this is read— 
it behooves all who wish to have a 
fair minded, smart, courageous 
attorney general, to write immed- 
iately or wire to President Roose- 
velt to appoint James Reed of 
Missouri as the new Attorney 
General—all know of the unusual 
qualities of Mr. Reed for the of- 
fice —- as United States Senator 
he filled the bill wonderfully— 
write your letter today—tomorrow 
may be too late—address the new 
‘resident, care White House, 





Washington, at once. 








serum manufacturers propaganda 
—in one hundred more years they 
will learn. 
N INISTERS — there are some 
that are darn fools, others 
that are hypscrites—others who 
are courageous, honest and not 
afraid to say what they think— 
those whose business and congre- 
gation are not run by a few doctor 
members who never pay their dues 
—-such a man is Rev. Fr. Schwit- 


‘alia, and if you don’t believe that 
read this— 


Chicago — Physicians and sur- 
geons attending the congress med- 
ical education and licensure heard 
the Rev. Alphonse M. Schwitalla 
[ i ice a plea for re- 
tention of the traditional ethics. 
Father Schwitalla, dean of the 
medical school of St. Louis Uni- 
versity and president of the Cath- 
olic Hospital Association and a 
member of the committee on the 
costs of medical care, defended a 
minority report of the committee 
which he signed. 

Greater individual skill of phy- 
sicians and higher’ character 
standards point the way to pro- 
egress in medicine, he asserted in 
a discussion of the majority and 
minority reports of the commit- 
tee, rather than the trend toward 
commercialization of medicine now 
discernible. Efficiency methods 
applied to medical administration, 
he pointed out have no power to 
increase the knowledge or profi- 
ciency of a doctor. 

“If the recommendations of the 
majority report prevail,’’ he said, 
“it seems to me that medicine will 
have to give up its traditional pol- 
icies of aloofness, its semipriestly 
character, its reputation for unsel- 
fishly contributed service, and its 
boast that it has withstood even 
the most severe and brutal inroads 
of commercialization. The view- 
point of the minority favors self 
determination and self-adaptation 
of medicine. 

“We have learned the bitter les- 
son that organization by itself 
does not spell redemption of man- 
kind. Inadequate medical care by 
a group of individual physicians 
does not become adequate medicai 
care when that group organizes. 
The mincrity recognized the need 
for readjustment of organized 
medicine. The point lies in this. 
Shall that reform—if the word 
must be -used—come from medi- 
cine itself, or from a nonmedical 
source? 

“The minority complains, and I 
believe rightly, that a thread of 
criticism of the profession binds 
together the various recommen- 
dations of the majority report, the 
implication being that medicine 
has been at a standstill. Of all 
the sciences except perhaps 
physics, medicine has progressed 
with constantly accelerated speed. 
It has broadened and widened and 
deepened its activities to a degree 
which all but paralyzes the mind 
that tries to follow. 

“The majority report, to my 
mind, has done its greatest ser- 
vice to medicine by arousing med- 
ical men to the social and _ eco- 
nomic problems implied in medi- 
cal practice. The minority report, 
to my mind, has done its greatest 
service by restating those basic 
principles of _ medical practice 
which must be the foundation of 
all developments of scientific, so- 





“SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE FREE PRESS” 





'Mrs. icine F or 
Reduced Work Hours 
To Protect Health 


WASHINGTON—Limiting ine 
hours of labor by law spreads em- 
ployment, thereby giving more) 
work and protects the health of 
the workers, Mrs. Frankiin D. 
Roosevelt writes in | the March | 
Scribner’s magazine, in an intro- 
duction to an article by Josephine | 
Goldmark. 

In addition to empha 


sizing the 


need for decreasing the hours cf], 
wage |, 


work, Mrs. Roosevelt scores 


cutting, savine, “Cut after cut has 
b2en accepted by doy orkers in their 
They L a shared their 

by acc? ie fewer days a]. 





week also, until many cf them 
nave fallen below what I consider 
the normal and proper standard 
for healthful living 

‘If the future of ‘our COnITY y is 
t> be safe,” she adds, ‘ and the 
next generation is to grow up 
healthy and good citizens, it is ab- 
solutely necessary to protect the 
nealth of our workers now and at 
all times.” 


slices. 








RAILROADS GIVEN 
MORE R.F.C. CASH 


WASHINGTON — Authority to 
borrow money from the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation 
was granted the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific and the Missouri 
Facific railroads by the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission Tues- 
day. 

Both loans are to meet interest 
and principal payments on bonds 
and equipment trust certificates. 

The Rock Island was authorized 
to borrow $3,718,700 from the Re- 
construction Finance Corporation. 

The company on June 15 last, 
was authorized to borrow $10,- 
000,000 from the _ corporation, 
which has been advanced. 

The Missouri Pacific was au- 
thorized to borrow an additional 
$2,234,800. 

the loan is the fifth for that 
company, a total of $20,100,000 
having been previously advanced. 

J. R. Pyeatt, president of the 
Denver & Rio Grande Western 
Railroad Company, conferred with 
commission and Reconstruction 
ecrporation officials in an effort 





to arrange a loan of $2,500,000, 
fcr his railroad. 

ihe Western Pacific Railroad 
has received funds for payment 


this week of the interest of $1,- 
2° 2 1202. 


cial and economic progress in that 
practice.” 





SN’T THIS FINE—While every- 

body else suffers depression 
there are favored ones that can 
go right along not knowing that a 
depression exists, and if you don’t 
believe that just sit down in an 
easy chair, put on your specs and 
read this— 

The American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co., centrai head of 
the telephone octopus, has just is- 
sued its annual report showing a 
net income of $145,907,000 for 
1932. The year 1932 was the de- 
pression’s worst. In 1928 next to 
last year of the beautiful boom, 
the A. T. and T. net income was 
$143,170,000. In other words, the 
telephone trust unit, A. T. and T., 
actually had a net income higher 
by nearly $3,000,000 in the bad 
year 1932 than in the good year 
1928. Total revenues of the A. T. 
and T. in 1932 were $252,487,000, 
more than a quarter of a billion 
dollars. 

It is no more than might be ex- 
pected that the telephone inter- 
ests should reap vast profits at a 
time when other business’ con- 
cerns are faltering on the red ink 
side of profit and loss accounts. 
Although the number of tele- 
phones in service in the nation 
has declined 10 per cent from 
good times, rates have not been 
reduced and those who must buy 
telephone service from the tele- 
phone monopoly are still being 
charged two or three prices. On, 
the other hand, the utilities have 
slashed wages and salaries, and 
the prices they pay for services 
and supplies have declined great- 





ly. While their operating rev- 
enues are shaded somewhat from 
business and industrial inactivity, 
their operating expenses have de- | 
clined as much or more, le* ving aj 
margin of excessive profit. —The | 
Progressive. 
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__ HAGERMAN TAX 
PROTEST FILED 


‘Hawkeye Pearl Button 
Payment Termed 
Nontaxable 





WASTINGTON—A hoariny on 
NeA“riny ofr 







| ne pre test of C. C. Hagerman, 

iMuscai , against a $5,031 in- 

ne ax deficiency for 1928 has 

been an for Avril 17 before the 
x0ard of tax appeals. 

Haverman objected to the tax 

n the sround that the internal 


venue bureau had denied him a 
aed uction for $34,143 loss sustain- 
i in a loan of $i 09,693 to tine 
Sand and Gravel company. iie 


also objected to having $66,800 


eceived from the Hawkeye Pearl 
Sutton company treated as in- 
come. He explained thet this 
um was received in payment for 
surrender of 668 shares of pnre- 
ferred stock in that company and 
was in effect a return of capital, 
not tax able. 

Hacerman in his report for the 
year listed $6,781 losses with no 
tax due. 





ROCK ISLAND ADS 

The Rock Island and other rail- 
reads which have been borrowing 
huge sums from the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation are be- 
ing criticized for spending money 
for radio advertising. The Rock 
Island has just asked for another 
$8,000,000, and is expected to be 
around again for another handout 
when more than a hundred mil- 
lion in maturities become due 
next year—if the R.F.C. will then 
be doing business at the old stand. 

The Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission is said to be opposed to 
further railroad loans if they are 
to be used to pay off notes held 
by New York bankers. 


GERMAN SOLDIERS 
IN FOREIGN SOIL 


World War Casualties 
Caused Millions 
Of Deaths 


As a result of the World War, 
over two million Germans are 
buried in foreign soil, victims of 
the world’s greatest holocaust. 
Bruno Mohnssen of Muscatine 
who was in Germany at the out- 
break of the World War and was 
sent from that country as an 
American citizen supplied this 
information to the Midwest Free 
Press. Mr. Mohnssen said _ that 
the minimum number of the 
German soldiers, according to an 
estimate from a friend, also an 
American citizen were buried in 
foreign countries as follows: 








ee a a 947.000 
J) i ee 140,000 
Rr Peal 170,000 
Poland & Galicia ________ 312,000 
England & Ireland ______ ye fy | 
PUUIOetIe. os 34,000 
JUGORIAVIA. _- =. 11,390 
(Pn) :): i ——— 24.000 
i eae 24,000 
Czecho Slovakia ___._____ 2,100 
SS 1,800 
eee 769 
eae ees 400 
RR ol a oS eee 380 
REE os ee 185 
ae Oe eee 113 
RUNNIN 5S ee a 649 
Switzerland ____..._.___. “i 166 
Ne Be hg as Ss a 3,100 


In addition to the multitudes of 
Germans buried in foreign soil, 
more than 200,000 soldiers are 
buried in Germany after losing 
their lives in the great conflict. 





WELCH AUTO 
REPAIR SHOP 


“Where your car gets Con- 
scientious service.” 


COMPLETE OVERHAUL- 
ING and BATTERY 
SERVICE. 


No job teo large 
No job too small 


Rear 114-116 Walnut St. 
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BANK INFORMATION 


Due to opposition from powerful interests 
including wealthy residents of Muscatine, Radio 
Station KTNT, was denied the air. Thus there 
resulted loss of thousands spent by visitors at- 
tracted to Muscatine by KTNT. 

Now let us imagine what might have hap- 
pened in recent weeks if KTNT had been oper- 
ating. First, there is no doubt that the public 
would have more information on the banking 
situation. Leaders in the community—includ- 
ing the bankers—would have been invited to ex- 
plain some of the technical delays which have 
prevented the banks getting back to normal. 

Instead of the great amount of uncertainty 
and speculation the people would know many 
real facts regarding the banks. There is little 
doubt that some definite action would have been 
forced on the bankers if they did not have gump- 
tion enough to take action of their own volition. 

Of course certain individuals in the com- 
munity are glad that the public does not know 
real facts on the banking situation. It is diffi- 
cult to realize that these persons are congratu- 
lating themselves that KTNT is not broadcast- 
ing. The public may think otherwise, but these 
persons care little for the public. Think that 
over the next time so called “business leaders” 
try to cripple any business in your city. 





PAPER PROFITS 

The revelation that Samuel Insull and mem- 
bers of his family were able to make paper pro- 
fit of $25,000,000 on a single transaction in one 
of the Insull investment trusts is a bit of news 
that ought to be engraved on a stone somewhere 
and preserved for reference after the depression 
is over. 

Right now it has an unreal, other-worldly 
sound. Nobody is making profit like that these 
days, on paper or otherwise. 

It is a little bit hard to remember that there 
actually was a time when such things did hap- 
pen. 

But it wasn’t so long ago, after all—only a 
matter of four years. 

With any kind of luck, another four years 
will bring us to a point where such things once 
more are possible. 

And when that glad day comes we ought to 
consult the stone tablet, do a little thinking, and 
see to it that such shenanigans are prohibited. 

Some economists have asserted that the 
world isn’t really sick now. The real sickness, 
they say, came in the years just before the stock 


‘market crash of 1929. This news about Insull 


seems to support that view. 

The general mass of people have never 
quarrelled greatly with the theory that it is nec- 
essary to hang up very large rewards for 
achievement in the world of business and indus- 
try. 

If a man serves capably in that world, we 
have always felt that it was only fair that he be 
paid accordingly. 

But a stunt of this kind is something else 
again. In view of what has happened to the In- 
sull holdings—and to the Insull investors—since 
those bright days of 1929, it is a little hard to 
assert that Insull’s services to the public put him 
in line for any very overwhelming reward. 

This simple twist of the wrist by which a 
few insiders profited $25,000,000 on the flota- 
tion of a new security issue is not the sort of 
thing that belongs in any sound economic order. 

Well, it happened. It happened in a good 
many places during the boom years. And we’re 
paying for it right now. 

No matter how soon we get back on the 
path to prosperity, we ought to make up our 
minds that get-rich-quick tricks like his are out, 


from now on. 





LAME DUCKS 

The “lame-duck” amendment to the Federal 
Constitution prevents defeated members of Con- 
gress from making laws after the people have 
retired them from that body. 

The fact that Senator George W. Norris of 
Nebraska put up a ten years’ fight to secure the 
adoption of the amendment gives interest to his 
interpretation of its meaning. In a statement 
made when the requisite thirty-six State legisla- 
tures had adopted it, Senator Norris said: 

“The political machine having control of 
the party in power has always possessed a great 
and unfair advantage over the representatives 
of the people in the many struggles that come 
about during the expiring short session of Con- 
gress. 

“Where calendars are crowded; where, for 
the want of time, such calendars cannot be 
cleaned up, those in possession of the machin- 
ery are nearly always able through their control 
to say what shall be considered and what shall 
be discarded. 

“These political machines often wait until 
the short session of Congress to redeem the 
pledges they have secretly made by taking ad- 
vantage of the conditions that then exist and, if 
the Executive is in sympathy with such a pro- 
gram, the real representatives of the people are 
at a terrible disadvantage. 

“The enactment of this amendment is a 
great step toward placing the control of our 
Government in the hands of the chosen repre- 
sentatives of the American people.” 





AMERICAN SHIPS 


Criticism from all sides against ship sub- 
sidies was echoed in Washington when the sixth 
annual Conference on the Merchant Marine ais- 
cussed ways and means of combatting proposals 
to eliminate government financial aid for private 
shipping concerns. 

In addition to receiving fat contracts for 
carrying American mail, the steamship owners 
have been getting from Uncle Sam’s pocketbook 
three-fourths of the cost of reconditioning and 
new construction. 

American shippers are defending the sub- 
sidies on the ground that Federal aid is an essen- 
tial government activity. They will have a hard 
job convincing the next Congress that this is so. 
With the country strapped, the taxpayers will 
want to know if subsidies haven’t actually put 
the government into private. business, from 
which it derives no profits. Opponents of ship 
subsidies say that if American ships cannot float 
on their own bottoms in competition with foreign 
ships, we may as well fold up and admit that the 
much-touted American Merchant Marine has 
been nothing but a pleasant dream. Neverthe- 
less, it has been a most costly one for the tax- 
payers who fork over the money to the shipping 
magnates. 





TECHNOCRACY 

Technocracy may be as bad as the capitalis- 
tic press is trying to prove. That is doubtful. 
The essence of Technocracy is that the working 
man gets a share of the profits. When the 
stupid editors of the Big Business press discov- 
ered that they pounced on Technocracy, had 
their hired hands denounce it as_ visionary, 
racketeering, anything to discredit. They fear 
any open talk on the farmer and worker getting 
what is fair. 

But have these reactionary newspapers 
anything better to offer than Technocracy? 
Would Technocracy allow destruction of a billion 
pounds of coffee to keep the price in the United 
States seven times what it is sold for in Brazil? 

Would Technocracy allow twelve million 
men go jobless while their families grow more 
desperate? Would Technocracy allow grafters 
and incompetents run the nation’s political and 
economic affairs? 

The system of all profit for Big Business 
and disregard for the working man has nothing 
to offer to save its own hide, but meanwhile its 
puppet press continues to deride Technocracy. 





WANTED—A SENSE OF HUMOR 

The American public is so inclined to swal- 
low rumors that we are driven to the conclusion 
that the country needs a real sense of humor. 

For instance, the rumor is widespread that 
Japan is stirring up trouble with United States 
with the idea of declaring war over certain Pa- 
cific islands. 

Perhaps. 
money ? 

A war with United States would utterly de- 
stroy Japan’s silk trade — the industry upon 
which she lives. 

It seems to be common knowledge that 
Soviet Russia has hundreds of highly paid com- 
munist agents doing propaganda work in North 
America and even throughout the world. Again, 
what is Russia using for money? 

Russian money is no good except in Russia, 
and Russia is bending every effort to secure for- 
eign currencies for her own purposes. Can she 
be drawing on this scanty and hoarded stcre of 
foreign money to carry on missionary work in 
Canada and United States? 

If the people had retained even a semblance 
of a sense of humor, these wild reports would 
never even get started. 

We are off balance. We are permitting our 
judgment to become warped. 

May Providence grant us sense enough to 
realize it. 


But what will Japan use for 





DECEMBER MARRIES JULY 

With 61 years and a multiplicity of honors, 
the financier Montagu Norman, hitherto a 
bachelor, will take unto himself a wife. 

The lady of his choice has seen 33 summers. 

But can December and July find true mar- 
tial happiness together? 

We will assume that ladies of 33 and gentle- 
men of 61 can feel a real romantic affection for 
each other. For years set no time limit to the 
urge of youthful romance. 

But romance is one of the minor factors in 
marriage. The major factor is compatibility. 

Is it possible, then, for a man in his sixties 
and a woman in her thirties, to so adjust their 
individual habits of mind and behavior as to live 
in complete accord and harmony? 

It is not impossible; but it is doubtful. 





SENATORIAL COWARDICE 
The august United States Senate has fired 
its 73-year-old sergeant-at-arms David S. Barry 
because he dared intimate that all Congressmen 
were not honest. 
Yet we find this statement in the Chicago 
Tribune: 
“It is a matter for deep wonder that there 
are not more crooks in the Senate and Congress.” 
Why does not the Senate try to discipline 
the Chicago Tribune as it punished Mr. Barry? 
Or why does it not attempt to go after Al Smith, 
editor of the magazine which printed Mr. 
Barry’s article? Can it be that the Senate fears 
a clash with the Tribune and Al Smith? 











Our Platform For The People is: 


1. Less taxation. 6. Return of river trans- 
2. Fewer State Commis- portation. 

sions. 7. A cleanup of some 
3. Universal school books. state institutions. 
4. Equity for farmers. 8. More efficiency in 
5. Lower freight rates. public offices. 
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WHEN a frock has a sun- 
back, one thinks of it en- 
tirely as sports garb. That’s why 
fashion has adroitly coupled such 
frocks this season with diminutive 
little capes and jackets that slip 
on in a jiffy... and formalize the 
frocks for town and business 
wear. The nice thing about this 
idea is that the capes and jacket: 
are never bulky or heavy... 
hence never too warm for even a 
typical August “dog day.” 
All sorts of fabrics are pressed 
into service for these practical 


little ensembles. We've sketched 
two of them above, illustrated in 
two entirely different materials, 
(McCall 7244 and 7243). One clev- 
erly adopts a washable striped 
pique in tangerine and white and 
trims it with a tangerine suede 
belt and <. tiny white tailored bow. 
The other in a white shantung 
weave derives a note of color from 
its vivid green belt and buttons. 
Hither of these outfits will reward 
the home iressm ker who creates 
them with twofold service. (By 
courtesy of The McCall Company). 








ASK MINIMUM PAY 
FOR CHILDREN AN. 
WOMEN EMPLOYES 


ALBANY, N. Y—In a_ special 
message to the Legislature, Gov. 
Lehman urged the immediate en- 
actment of legislation to establish 
a minimum wage for women and 
minors in industrial employment. 

“The evidence is overwhelming 
that, especially as to women and 
children, the depression has been 
exploited by some _ short-sighted 
and selfish employers who pay 
wages unreasonably low and not 
at all commensurate with the 
value of the service renedered,” 
the message said. 

“Instances have come to my at- 
tention of the payment to women 
of wages as low as $4 for a full 
work week. 

Cut-Throat Competition 

“Undoubtedly, all of us are 
touched by the human appeal of 
such instances of exploitation, but 
of at least equal importance under 
present circumstances are the eco- 
nomic consequences of such cut- 
throat competition. 

“T speak from personal knowl- 
edge of these conditions in the 
needle-work industry, in which I 
have frequently served as medi- 
ator, and can testify to the disas- 
trous effects upon that industry 
itself of a return to sweatshop 
conditions which one had hoped 
had forever been banished many 
years ago. 

“This situation can and must 
be dealt with by law. The evils to 
which I have referred can be 
avoided by adequate machinery 
for the effective regulation and 
maintenance of minimum fair- 
wage standards for women and 
children. For these are peculiarly 
subject to exploitation.” 

Gov. Lehman’s message brought 





a flood of commendatory com-, 


munications. A number came 
from manufacturers who express- 


FASHION TIPS 


Shoe designers say old _ style 
rouid-toed shoes for milady, but 
our guess is that the ladies will 
‘seen risht on squeezing their five 
ces into a shoe big enough for 
only one toe. 

This is supposed to be the great- 
est cotton year since the World 
war. Women can get most of 








ed the belief that instead of be- 
ing a hardship the minimum wage 
system would be a help to indus-} 


| 
try. 


their clothes in good old cotton if 
iuhey-desire. There are cotton 
coats, suits, blouses, frocks, jackets 
and so on, all in the latest styles 
and shades. ; 

According to the expert fore- 
casters Victorian trends are to 
rule the styles for spring. If Old 
Man Depression hangs around 
much longer the fashion experts 
will have to go back farther than 
Queen Victoria’s time for their 
vtyle tips. 


WOMEN’S PANTS 
BRING CENSURE 


Movie Actress’ Stunts 
Emulated By Others 
Of Fair Sex 


Marlene Deitrich, movie actress, 
seems to have started a fad by 
having her tailored suits made 
with trousers instead of skirts. 
Now girls with a flair for showing 
off are appearing on the streets 
of Washington, Chicago, New 
York, and other cities in suits evi- 
dently borrowed from male rela- 
tives or friends. If the women 
want to follow Marlene’s mascu- 
line styles, it’s o. k. with us, but 











they should take a tip from her ' 


and have their pants fit, at least. 

Of course Marlene put on the 
pants solely to get more free pub- 
licity. First her legs were “pub- 
icized,” as they call it—and when 
they no longer caused excitement 
i she got some more fame by cov- 
coring them up. Marlene and oth- 
or actresses turn all such public- 
ity into money. Women who imi- 
tate such examples but who have 
} a0 way of getting money out of it 
| Simply make fools of themselves. 
| —The Pathfinder. 





HOUSEHOLD HINTS 

_A rubbed band will prevent bob- 
bins and spools of thread from 
unwinding and becoming tangled. 
: Cream should not be allowed to 
freeze. When made into butter 
.t gives the butter a ‘“mealy” tex- 
ture which may be objectionable 
to consumers. 

Always avoid the filling of light- 
ed lamps. Play safe and extin- 
suish them before filling. 

A few drops of lemon juice add- 
ed to pastry dough makes it more 
digestible. 





itchen-Cuplets 








by 


Della Taylor 








When boys and girls are home from school, 
They all go by the self same rule; 

When late at night they cease to dance 
The ice box lures, to try their chance. 


Why is it that food always tastes so 
delicious when yousneakinto thekitchen 
in the wee sma’ hours and raid the ice 
box? Probably that hidden thought 
that it might not be too good for you 
(human nature is like thai, you know, 
fa grown ups as well as the kids) com- 

ined with the informality has a lot 
to do with it. And anyway, it is always 
so much fun to forage around and 
unearth all kinds of little snacks that 
have been tucked away in mysterious 
places. 





A wise mother will think ahead and 
always plan to have a supply of ingre- 
dients on hand. By doing this, she may 
be able to inveigle her wandering chil- 
dren into coming home instead of going 
to a restaurant for that always so 
necessary Midnight Snack. If she often 
retires before the young pcople arrive, 
she should have one section of the 
refrigerator reserved for this kind of 
food. This will let them know just what 
they may take and will mean that she 
will. not be left high and dry without 
any eggs for breakfast or cream for the 
morning coffee. 








If there is cold meat left over from 





Use only tepid water in mixing 

a mustard plaster. 
_ To make lace look new, squeeze 
in hot, soapy water, then in cold 
water, and then in milk to stiffen 
it. Press on wrong side. 

Teach children the danger of 
playing with fire and keep all 
matches out of their reach. 

Nail holes in woodwork can be 
— with sawdust mixed with 
elue. 

Cigarette ashes make a_ good 
silver polish. 

Warm water, mild soap, and 
slow drying reduce the shrinking 
of washed woolens. 

Brown sugar will not become 
lumpy if it is kept covered with 
a damp cloth in a cool place. 

Rugs and carpets in constant 
use need to be brushed or cleaned 
with a carpet sweeper almost ev- 
ery day. 





Blue, biege, black and gray are 
the popular colors for Spring 
suits. 
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the family dinner, sandwiches will be 
in order that night. When there is no 
cold meat, be sure that the next choice 
will be eggs, as eggs make such fascinat- 
ing late-at-night dishes. And, of course, 
there will always be someone who just 
longs for a Welsh Rarebit—so you had 
better keep some cheese, wrapped in 
waxed paper, some placein yourrefriger- 
ator. If no one wants a Welsh Rarebit 
ou will find that someone will use it 
make a Toasted Cheese Sandwich. 


Bread, crackers, cold crispy cereals, 
tomatoes, lettuce, cheese, fruit, milk 
and cold meats are things to always 
have on hand. They will make the 
foundation for many tempting dishes 


and will do much toward appeasing 
that half-starved feeling. 


Here is a recipe for a Cheese Fondu 
which will taste mighty good some 
cold, wintry night: 


Cheese Fondu 


1 tablespoon butter 1 cup of bread crumbs 
1 cup of milk _ 2 cups grated cheese 
1 tablespoon mustard 2 eggs 

a pinch of salt 


Melt butter and then add milk, 
bread crumbs and cheese. Season 
to taste. Cook a little in a double 
boiler. Serve on toast or crackers, 


Another recipe to try is this one for: 


French Toast 


2 eggs 4 teaspoon salt 
1 cup of milk 


Mix above ingredients together 
well. Dip a slice of bread into some 
of the mixture, which has been 
poured into a soup plate. Continue 
adding mixture and dipping slices 
until a dozen have been used. Let 
stand; spread on a platter for half 
an hour, then toast or fry on both 
sides. Serve very hot with pow- 
dered sugar. 


Most people have a recipe for waffles 
but, in case you have not, here is my 
own pet one: 


Waffles 
2 eggs ¥ large tablespoon butter 
4 pt. cream 114 teaspoons baking pewder 
or milk 1% teaspoon salt 
\y pt. water Flour to thicken 


Beat whites and yolks of eggs separ- 
ately. Melt the butter, stir it into 
the yolks and add the salt, milk 
and whites of eggs, stirring well. 
Beat in quickly the flour, a little 
of which should be mixed with the 
baking powder. Have batter thin 
enough to pour. 


Did you ever try Goldenrod Toast? 
It is simple to make and is really quite 
different from the usual kind of toast. 


Goldenrod Toast 


Use one egg to one slice of toast. 
Hard boil the eggs. Cut the whites 
into small pieces and mix with a 
thick cream sauce. Cover toast 
with cream sauce and sprinkle top 
with yolks of eggs, which have been 





put through a fine sieve. 





PREVENTING CHAPPED HANDS 

The housewife who does her 
own work must have her hands 
in water. Chapped and _ “sore 
1ands are usually the result of 
cleaning, 
laundering with hard water and 
soap. To prevent these rough and 
‘ore hands neutralize the alkali 
in the water. That is the first 
hing to do. When through with 
the work, wash the hands in vine- 
var, uSing one tablespoon of vine- 
zar to one quart of water. Then 
rub the hands with cold cream or 
mutton tallow, which has a heal- 
ing effect. The hands should be 
dried thoroughly after each dabble 
in water, especially after washing 
clothes before going out in the 
cold to hang them. 





HOT WATER PIE CRUST 

It sounds pretty crusty to be 
mentioning hot water pie crust, 
but you can feed it with some 
filler to the most particular com- 
pany without having them call 
you that. The recipe for this pie 
crust has proved popular with 
many a housewife because it can 
be kept in the refrigerator for a 
whole week. 

It follows: 4 tablespoons of boil- 
ing water, 442 tablespoons of fat, 
34 teaspoon of salt, 1-3 teaspoon 
of baking powder and 1% cups 
flour. Pour boiling water over the 
fat and beat with a fork until it 
becomes a smooth liquid. Sift the 
dry ingredients into this mixture. 
Stir them together, chill and roll. 





KEEP WINDOW SHADES UP 

Most people keep their window 
shades pulled down half way. This 
obstructs about 60 per cent of the 
daylight that would otherwise 
come through the window. If you 


i want your rooms to be more 
‘SAY YOU SAW fT (N THF FREF PRESS" <= 


washing dishes and]: 





cheerful and healthful let in more 
light. Unless the sun is shining in 
che window it is a good idea to 
nave the shade pulled so that it 
“overs Only the upper one-fifth of 
e entire window. In this way 
nly about one-seventh of the 
light is lost. For privacy, of 
course, the shades have to be 
pulled down at night, especially if 
there are neighbors near by. 





ATTRACTIVE APPLE SALAD. 

A recipe for making an attrac- 
tive and appetizing salad from ap- 
oles and pineapple is offered by 
Susan Z. Wilder, extension nutri- 
‘ionist at South Dakota State 
College. This salad is known as 
‘Poinsetta Salad.” 

Sslect firm apples—six will 
serve eight people. Peel and core 
and cut into eighths. Cook them 
tender in sirup made of _ three 
cups of water, one cup of sugar 
zolored with red vegetable color- 
‘ng and flavored with cinnamon, 
or use one-fourth cup of red cin- 
namon drop candies. 

Place a slice of pineapple on a 
‘ettuce leaf on a large plate. Ar- 
range five pieces of the red apples 
on top of the pineapple like the 
petals of a flower. Place a table- 
spoon of salad dressing in the 
center. Use a strip of sweet green 
pepper for a stem and a larger 
piece for a leaf. Pass a dish of 
extra salad dressing when serv- 
ing. 





HOUSEHOLD HINTS 


Run the hands with a little lard 
or fat before kneading dough and 
it will not stick to the fingers. 

. Perfume will last longer if 
sprayed on the hair than if dabbed 
on the clothes or behind the ear. 

To much powder on the nose is 
worse than having it shiny. 
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From Plain Talk Magazine 
(By Permission) 
By RICHARD A. COE 


Por the better part of 15 months, vari- 
ous members of Congress and of the Ad- 
ministration, spokesmen and press agents 
of Wall Street, have been talking learned- 


ly of “balancing the budget.” 


At the same time Congress has been 
doing absolutely nothing in the way of 
: For that is 
all these mysterious words really mean— 
to take in as much, if not more, money in 
Federal revenue as is paid out for the cur- 
rent operating expenses of the govern- 


making income meet outgo. 


ment. 


Multi-millionaires and Wall Street op- 
erators want taxes on large incomes re- 
in- 
creased. Former Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Mellon, the last work in predatory 
wealth and insatiable greed, said as much. 


duced and taxes on small incomes: 


Sales Tax 


A certain large publisher with a huge 
situated, 
want a general sales tax by which the al- 
ready impoverished consumer will be able 
to buy less than he now does and further 


income, and others similarly 


increase the acuteness of the depression. 


The war profiteers and other members 


of the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce want the compensation of disabled 
veterans reduced. They want the back 
salary for 1917 and 1918 unpaid. They 
want to pinch the already underpaid Fed- 
eral employe and destroy another $120,- 
000,000 worth of retail business this year. 

Congress doesn’t know what it wants. 
Speaker Garner, the House leader, one 
day wants to accommodate his publisher 
friend and the next day, on receipt of 
orders from the more astute head of his 
party, about faces. Orators and propa- 
gandists, in Congress and out, have “view- 


ONGRESS BUNCOMBE--BUDGETS 





fe the power trust as Mr. Crisp was work- 
ing last session, would be more convincing. 

On top of that, McFadden placed in 
The Congressional Record a letter from 
former Secretary of the Treasury Mellon, 
admitting there are cases pending before 
the income tax authorities in Washington 
involving $917,634,000 in taxes which 
haven’t been paid but should be. 

Technical Delay 

“TI am informed,’ Mr. McFadden told 
the House, “that a great number of the 
thousands of income tax cases now en- 
meshed in the technicalities of appeal are 
in that position upon slender foundations. 
I am informed that many of the petitions 
were filed by taxpayers at the instance of 
their expert advisers in tax evasion for 
the sole purpose of keeping in their own 
bank accounts as long as possible the 
money that should rightfully be in the 
Federal Treasury.” 

And Congress has the power to remove 
the unfair and discriminatory provisions 
of the income tax law which give the 
multi-millionaire the right to evade his 
entire income tax if he sees fit, while giv- 
ing the vast majority of our citizens no 
such right. Plain Talk has _ previously 
shown that a minimum of $500,000,000 can 
be collected from this source alone. 

Therefore Congress can immediately 
collect: 


4 per cent tax on corporate 
surplii 
A fair income tax law 
Settlement of frivolous “ap- 
peals” 


$2,200,000,000 | 
500,000,000 


900,000,000 


$3,600,000,000 


The “hole in the Treasury” is said to be 
but three billion dollars. The deficit for 





1933 is estimated at from one billion up. 


| tion to care for homeless boys would 


times that can be raised at once without 
disturbing in the slightest any part of the 
economic structure of the nation. 
Rich Hoarders 

If Congress will stop doing the chores 
of the country’s multi-millionaire hoard- 
ers and work with the tools it has at hand 
it can very quickly balance the budget and 
put some now idle billions into circulation. 

The more money Congress puts into cir- 
culation, the less will be the temptation to 
our banking internationale to hoard cur- 
rency to make interest rates higher and 
to keep the Great Depression more acute. 


Congress should raise this $3,600,000,000 
at the present session. Any Comgressman 
who votes against it, or helps obstruct such 
necessary legislation, should be recalled at 
the very next election by the folks back 
home. 


Herbert Hoover found that the people 
could—and, what is more, would—do that 
very thing. There is no reason to be- 
lieve they will not mete out the same 
treatment to Congressmen who obstruct 
the orderly return to economic normalcy, 
as SO many members of the 72nd Congress 





unfortunately have done. 





heard a more stinging rebuke than was. 
administered last week to Senator L. J. 
Dickinson, Republican of Iowa, by Sen- 
ator James Couzens, Michigan Progres- 
Sive. 

Dickinson invited the verbal lashing by 
his “hard-boiled” attitude toward the un- 
employed. Some time ago he _ declared 
that $3 a week was enough for any work- 
ing woman, and during the debate on the 
relief bill he charged that the appropria- 


“create an army of hoboes.” 

“We have gotten along for 100-odd 
years without establishing work camps,” 
Dickinson declared. ‘We should tell these 
boys to go home and stay there instead of 
coddling them at government expense.” 
This angered Couzens, who made no ef- 
fort to conceal his irritation. 





The sales tax (additional nuisance taxes) 


ed with alarm” every proposal to either; which there is such a fuss over at the 


reduce outgo or to increase income. 
Congress to Blame 

Every plan to raise money is called so- 
cialistic or capitalistic or communistic, ac- 
cording to the viewpoint of the one who 
is doing the calling. Congress is solely to 
blame because the budget hasn’t yet been 
balanced. 

It has three definite and readily avail- 
able sources of revenue which do not clash | 
with the principal objections which have | 
been raised by the ultra-wealthy class 
against a patriotic and practical consider- 
ation of the nation’s financial problems. 

These three sources alone will immedi- 
ately raise $3,600,000,000 and will not dis- 
turb business or the status quo of our fi- 
nancial structure one iota. And what is 
more, these three sources do not tap the 
prolific field of excise taxes upon repeal 
of the 18th amendment, nor the several 
billions which have been reported evaded 
by multi-millionaires through doctored re- 
ports and fraudulent income tax returns. 

On March 17, 1932, Congressman Louis 
T. McFadden, himself a successful banker 
from the state of Pennsylvania, presented 
Treasury Department figures to the House 
of Representatives which showed that the 
various corporations of this country are 
hoarding a surplus of $55,111,294,125. 

Idle Capital 

This capital isn’t working. It isn’t need- 
ed. The corporations won’t let go of it to 
avoid paying the present rate income taxes 
on it, apparently hoping that later on 
taxes will come down and they can cut a 
bigger melon to the insiders than they now 
can. McFadden first advocated a 4 per 
cent tax on this, which would yield at 
ence $2,200,000,000. 

Later, when he discovered that certain 
favored corporations have been permitted 
to evade more than two additional billions 
in taxes, he reduced this estimate to 2 per 
cent. Congress proceeded to “forget” 
these figures given them by Mr. McFadden 
just as quickly as it could possibly do so. 

Mr. Charles R. Crisp of Georgia, acting 
chairman of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, proceeded to call Mr. McFadden’s 
proposal “unconstitutional,” although he 
failed to give a bill of particulars. Such 
a decree, by a Congressman, not working 





| 


present time would only yield $600,000,- 


000 according to its sponsors. 


Why then waste time on a $600,000,000 


unpopular yield which will do nothing ex- 
cept to reduce the already depleted pur- 


chasing power of our people, when 


six 


‘ nothing now that I have not said to his 


“The Senator is of just that stand-pat 





type,” said the Michigander. “I am saying 


face in private conversation. He is one of 
the men who never want to do anything | 
hew. He wants to stand pat on every- 
thing, rely upon history and precedent, 
and no emergency can arise in the United 


IOWA SENATOR REBUKED FOR ATTITUDE 
OF STANDING PAT WHILE UNEMPLOYED 
ARMY IS GIVEN NO GOVERNMENT HELP 


Not for a long time has the Senate | States, humane or otherwise, which will 





' budge the Senator from Iowa. 


“His mind is eternally fixed, as solid as 
the Rock of Gibraltar, and no heart-beat 
can change his position. In many respects 
I am as hard boiled as he, but I refuse to 
be controlled by his yardstick. I refuse 
to be guided by his heart-beats, for I am 
not sure he has any. But I do know he 
has a lack of consideration and no sym- 
pathy whatever for the boys who are 
wandering over the country in a vain 
search for jobs or enough food to keep 
them alive.” 


Senator Johnson, Republican of Cali- 
fornia, also boiled over at Dickinson’s cold- 
blooded demand that the boys be driven 
home. 


“For the love of God,” he said, “where 
will they go? They have no homes. They 
are on the, highways because there is no 
other place for them. They have traveled 
in the hope they might find work. It seems 
to me that every element not only of pity 
and mercy, but every element that exists 
in a human being, ought to lead us to 
take care of those who so desperately need 


it.” 
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From Plain Talk Magazine 


(By Permission) 


During the hearings on veterans’ com- 
pensation before the Joint Committee of 
the Senate and House, a committee mem- 
ber probably showed the trend of Con- 
gressional mind when_ he_ asked_ John 
Thomas Taylor, legislative agent for the 
American Legion: 

“Where can Congress get the money to 
continue paying compensation to disabled 
veterans as in the past?” 

We recommend to the committee and to 

_ all other members of Congress, the figures 
given in “Buncombe and the Budget” on 
another page of this issue. This article 
shows clearly how Congress or the Treas- 
ury can collect $3,600,000,000 in Federal 
income almost overnight, if any effort is 
made to collect it. And this with no rad- 
ical departure from the present economic 
policy of the United States, except that of 
placing millionaires on the same basis with 
people of lesser means for purposes of 
taxation. 

And if this $3,600,000,000 doesn’t help 
the situation better than pinching a couple 
of hundred thousand from the veterans, 
or another $121,000,000 from government 
clerks, they can increase the little 4 per 
cent tax on hoarded corporation surpluses, 








290,999 PER CENT 
PROFIT 


One war contractor in 1917 was 
allowed a profit of 290,999 per cent 
on its capitalization. However much 
this might sound like a fairy tale. 


Although this concern,, a_ great 
steel company of Youngstown, Ohio, 
was the world’s champion war profi- 
tecr, Morgan’s U. S. Steel got away 
with half a billion, which will also be 
duly recorded in April. The inordi- 
nate profits which were handed out 
lavishly, leads one to the conclusion 
that our entry into the World War 
was engineered solely for the benefit 
of those “insiders.” 


These same “insiders,” now mem- 
bers of the U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce which is masquerading as the 
National Economy League, want to 
not only deny the World War Vet- 
erans who fought for $6.30 a month 
their admitted back pay,. but want to 
cut out altogether much compensation 
now paid disabled and destitute vet- 
erans of the conflict which made 23,- 
000 new millionaires. 














or force the Internal Revenue Bureau to 
collect upward of $5,000,000,000 which cer- 
tain favored corporations are reported to 
have evaded paying in Federal taxes dur- 
ing the past ten years through doctored 
returns and fraudulent reports. 

By MORRIS A. BEALLE 

The 72d Congress has apparently swal- 
lowed, hook, line and sinker, the propa- 
ganda of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce and its affiliates that “the 
Federal Treasury cannot stand the strain 
of paying back salary due the veterans of 
the world war.” 

One of the objects of the assault on 
compensation now paid war veterans, by 
the U. S. Chamber, alias the Economy 
League, was to place the several major 
veterans’ organizations on the defensive 
and prevent any positive action looking 
toward payment of the mis-called “bonus”. 

As far as we can see, no suggestion has 
yet been made that any sums, resembling 
anything like a “bonus,” be paid to war 
veterans. Over nine billion dollars in real 
bonuses have been paid to the war pro- 
fiteers, the railroads, the large corpora- 
tions and multi-millionaires, growing out 
of war activities. 

Hoarded Money 

So many billions in bonuses have been 
paid to the large corporations that, ac- 
cording to Treasury Department records, 











BILLIONS FOR WAR PROFITS BUT AME 








they now have over $55,000,000,000 hoard- 
ed in what they call “surpluses” that they 
apparently don’t know what to do with it. 
Congress has but to place a very insignifi- 
cant tax on this money to get some of it 
out of hiding and balance any budget it 
might care to make for Federal expendi- 
tures. 

Billions for tribute to large corporations 
and multi-millionaires — the latter even 
being exempted from income taxes if they 
so desire—seems to have been the order 
of the day during our last twelve years of 
that ill-fated experiment of government 
of, by and for the Profiteers and other 
Special Interests. 

So many billions in this kind of tribute 
have been paid out of the Federal Treas- 
ury that Congress now professes to find it- 
self unable to pay a simple acknowledged 
debt to 4,000,000 $6.30 a month heroes of 
1917 and 1918. In fact , Congress ~ has 
gone so far as to talk of reducing the 
compensation now being paid to disabled 
and destitute veterans, and to reducing 
the salaries of already underpaid governt- 
ment clerks. 

After the war, 7,000 war contractors 
came to the door of Congress and demand- 
ed that their pay be adjusted because the 
war had stopped too soon to suit them and 
they were, therefore, not making the 
money they “should make.” 

Congress passed a law adjusting the pay 
of these 7,000 contractors, invoking on a 
grandiose scale the same principle that 
was invoked for the soldiers of adjusted 
pay. The Secretary of War was author- 
ized to adjust the pay of these contrac- 
tors without even a commission’s investi- 
gation. 

Billions Paid 

In fact, many of them were paid upon 
reports made by a dollar-a-year men who 
were directly interested in the recipient 
industries. These industries have been 
paid more than $2,000,000,000 of adjusted 
pay by the Government. Were they asked 
to take a due bill or a post-dated check 
payable in 20 years? 

No; they were paid in cash, and no one 
suggested that the Government was not 
able to pay the bill, although its burden at 
that time was in excess by billions of dol- 
lars to what the burdens of the Govern- 
ment are at this time. 

Secretary Mellon, who represents most 
of the opposition to the payment of the 
adjusted service certificates, probably pro- 
fited more by reason of these settlements 
than any other individual in the United 
States. Read about what an investigating 
committee of Congress said about some of 
his companies profiteering during the war. 

One of the concerns, whose main stock- 
bolders have paid in many thousands of 
doliars to campaign funds of the party 
which controlled the government whieh 
paid out these billions in tribute, was al- 
lowed to make 290,999 per cent profit on 
its capitalization. 

The United States Steel Company, a 
Morgan concern, made nearly half a bil- 
lion dollars in profits during the war. No 
wonder Mr. Morgan wanted war and did 
his best to bring it about. 

We were rather caustic in our remarks 
and thoughts about Woodrow Wilson’s 
“little group of wilful men” in 1917. The 
dominant figures of this group were Sen- 
ators Jim Reed, of Missouri; Robert M. 
LaFollette, Sr., of Wisconsin, and William 
E. Borah, of Ideho. Since we have un- 
earthed facts about the Morgan-Mellon 
conduct before and during the war, our 
condemnation of ‘these men has almost 
reached the vanishing point. 

We do not now believe that their atti- 
tude was caused by any large German vote 
in their districts, as the Morgan propa- 
ganda BUND made us believe in 1917. We 
believe it was caused by their knowledge 
of what was going on behind the scenes 
and what Morgan and the other war pro- 
fiteers were planning to do. 

Tax Little Fellow 

In 1916 the Wall Street Senators at- 
tempted to place as much of the tax bur- 
cen as possible on the little fellow and 
take as much as possible off the war pro- 
fiteers and international bankers. 
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Senator Robert M. LaFollette, old 
“Fighting Bob,” (sire of the present jun- 
ior Senator from Wisconsin) vigorously 
fought the Wall Street Senators and Con- 
gressmen when they were making the tax 
“burden” as light as possible on the war 
profiteers and international bankers in 
1918. In a dissenting minority report of 
the Finance Committee, at one time, he 
said: 

The net result of all these deductions is 
that instead of this tax being an 80 per 
cent tax, it will average not more than 48 
per cent of the net income of corporations, 
and most likely even less than this. 

The principle that should guide us in 
framing this bill.is that no man should 
be allowed to retain a dollar of profits 
made out of this war, when thousands of 
our people have been called upon to give 
everything, including their lives, for its 
prosecution, and millions must suffer 
great hardships on account of it, and 
generations must sweat and toil to pay its 
cost. It is intolerable that a favored few 
should be allowed to amass immense for- 
tunes by reason of this war. 

This is the last opporttinity to tax war 
profits. Last year we took less than one- 
third of such profits. This year’s tax bill 
proposes to take less than one-half, and 
with the passage of this law the opportun- 
ity to reach this war-made wealth by a 
war profits tax will disappear forever. The 
billions saved from taxation through the 
injustices of this bill, if it becomes a law, 
will create many millionaires and require 
further sacrifice and entail greater suf- 
fering upon the many millions of our peo- 
ple who have reaped no profit but have 
suffered hardship and loss as a result of 
the war. 

Plain Talk intends, if it be humanly 
possibly, to expose every war profiteer in 
the same manner as we exposed the Lin- 
coln Motor Company, its unconscionable 
profits in 15 months and the huge bonus 
it was given because the war stopped too 
soon to suit its directors. We believe that 
this picture can be multiplied by 2,000 be- 
fore you get an accurate picture of pro- 
fiteering while the flower of our manhood 
died and suffered in filthy trenches at 
$6.30 a month. 

Accounting Refused 

Both the Treasury and War  Depart- 
ments still refuse to account for the stu- 
pendous sums in manufacturing costs, 
profits and bonuses paid to war profiteers 
in 1917, 1918, 1919 and since. 

Senator Robert R. Reynolds, of North 
Carolina, staunch advocate of justice to 
veterans and profiteers alike, was told by 
the Treasury Department that no record 
of these payments was kept by the Treas- 
ury Department. This is obviously a gross 
libel on Secretaries McAdoo, Glass and 
Houston. 

It becomes increasingly evident each 
year that our participation in Europe’s 
family fight was a war for the benefit of 
our international bankers and other pro- 
fiteers. Sacrifice of 123,634 American boys 
and men, hopeless maiming of thousands 
of others, expenditures of $21,850,000,000 
and the foolish loaning of what now 
amounts to over $11,000,000,000 seems to 
be the net result to‘us of the war. 

To 42,000 war profiteers, 23,000 of whom 
were made into millionaires for the first 
time in their lives, the war was a thing of 
joy, with their whole dream world drop- 
ping from under them with the signing 
of the Armistice on November 11, 1918. 

In 1915 J. P. Morgan organized his now 
famous Propaganda Bund. It was a com- 
bination of large publications which con- 
trol the flow of news te a very large por- 
tion of our population. These publica- 
tions were told that if they would be good, 
and eliminate what Mr. Morgan and his 
associates didn’t want printed, every firm 
which comes to Wall Street for financing 
would be “allowed” to advertise heavily 
in their columns. 

To this day the Morgan Propaganda 
Bund is clicking splendidly. 

Big Gains 

I can see no other reason why the War 
Profiteering firm which made a profit of 
290,999 per cent on its capitalization— 





water and all—has been so closely protect- 
ed all these years that nothing is known 
of the way this Collossus of Greed tapped 
the Federal Treasury. Ex-Congressman 
John M. Baer, now a famous cartoonist, is 
responsible for the facts contained below 
coming to light. 


If anyone can find Senate Document . 


No. 259, 65th Congress, 2d Session, it wilf 
tell an amazing story. Information turn- 
ed over to the Senate by Secretary of the 
Treasury McAdoo was contained in this 
report which was printed against frantic 
opposition of Wall Street’s representatives 
in the Senate. 

Only a determined fight by two “irre- 
concilables,’ Senators Borah, of Idaho, 
and LaFollette, of Wisconsin, secured its 
publication. I am told that every copy 
procurable was destroyed. To try to ob- 
tain.a copy of this partially verifies this 
statement. The only one we could locate 
is a lone copy on file in the Senate Docu- 
ment Room. 

Beat Croesus 

On page 367 of this remarkable docu- 
ment you will find that steel companies, 
munitions mnaufacturers, mushroom 
clothing and war supply vendors made 
profits which would have made Croesus 
or any other famed historical examples of 
greed very, very jealous. 

Profiteering in foodstuffs was a great 
game during the war. Out of 506 flour 
mills mentioned in this report, 84 report- 
ed net profits of over 100 per cent on their 
stock. One company reported 2,628 per 
cent. 

Bread and bakery companies showed 34 
out of 217 making more than 100 per cent 
on their capital stock. 

Meat packers cleaned up, without the 
necessity of embalming their beef and 
killing thousands of American soldiers as 
they did in 1898. Of 122 meat packers, 30 
made more than 100 per cent. One of 
them made a profit of 4,244 per cent. 

Hoover Helped 

Mr. Herbert Hoover, Food Administrator 
aided many of these food profiteers in 
cleaning up fortunes, milking American 
families both during and after the war. 

On page 365 there is a meat packing 
corporation with a capital stock in 1917 
of $100,000,000. This can hardly be any 
irm but Armour or Swift. The corpor- 
ation mentioned reported to the Treasury 
profits of only $49,139,147. After the pay- 
ment of income and excess profits taxes it 
still had a net income of $43,810,984. 

In published reports the Armour con- 
cern declared its profits in 1917 to be only 
$30,628,157, and Swift reported $34,650,- 
000. It is impossible to tell which com- 
pany was represented by this hundred mil- 
lion capitalization, but certain it is that 
one of them concealed from the public 
and its own stockholders either $9,000,000 
or $13,000,000 of net income which it re- 
ported to the Treasury Department. 

Armour Profit 

While the war was at its height and the 
Federal Government was bending every 
energy to sell Liberty Bonds to pay the 
heavy cost, the Federal Trade Commission, 
in connection with its investigation of the 
packers, called upon Armour & Company 
to furnish a sworn statement of the pro- 
fits of their subsidiary South American 
beef companies. 

No reply was received from Armour & 
Company; but one morning Federal Tradr, 
Commissioner J. Franklin Fort, former 
governor of New Jersey, received a visit 
from a noted Chicago corporation lawyer. 
He said that he was there representing 
Armour & Company and wanted Governor 
Fort to use his influence with the other 
Federal Trade Commissioners to recall 
their demand for a sworn statement of the 
profits of Armour & Company’s South 
American subsidiaries. 

Lawyer Ordered Out 

He stated that if they were obliged to 
make a truthful and accurate statement 
of such profits and if these reports were 
made public by the commission it would 
result in a great increase in the _ taxes 
which the companies would have to pay 
in South America, and further that it 
would reveal unreported income amounting 
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MERICAN VETERANS SUFFER HUNGER 
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to millions on which Armour & Company 
would have to pay income and excess pro- 
fits taxes here. 

Commissioner Fort indignantly spurned 
this attempt to use him as a tool of Ar- 
mour & Company, and ordered the lawyer 
to leave his office. The facts were re- 
ported to the Treasury Department, but 
so far as I have been able to ascertain no 
successful attempt has yet been made to 
punish J. Ogden Armour or any other of- 
ficial of Armour & Company for this con- 
fessed attempt to defraud the United 
States Treasury of taxes or for this bare- 
faced effort to induce government officials 
to defeat the ends of justice. 

A written statement signed by Gover- 
nor Fort detailing every circumstance of 
this transaction is on file with the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, where it is ef- 
fectively buried under a wagonload of 
documents obtained from the Federal 
Trade Commission, which serve to con- 
ceal it from the public. 

The Treasury Department reports give 
the returns of 45 woolen and worsted mills, 
one of which earned 1,770 per cent on its 
capital stock. Out of the forty-five, seven- 
teen reported profits of more than 100 
per cent on their capital stock. Among 
the woolen mills we also have a case simi- 
lar to that of the meat packers, of con- 
cealment of income from the eyes of the 
public. 

On page 380 of the Treasury report is 
shown the income of a woolen company at 
$60,000,000. So far as I have been able 
to ascertain, there is only one woolen 
company in the United States capitalized 
at that amount——the American Woolen 
Company. 

The Treasury Department report shows 
that in 1917 this $60,000,000 woolen com- 
pany reported a net income of $28,560,342. 
The annual report of the American Woolen 
Company for 1917 shows a net income be- 
fore taxes ‘vere deducted of only $13,883,- 
155. 

If this $60,000,000 woolen company is in 
fact the American Woolen Company—and 
the evidence seems to be conclusive—it is 
clear that the American Woolen Company 
in 1917 concealed from its stockholders 
and from the public profits of nearly $15,- 
000,000. In other words, the actual pro- 
fits of the American Woolen Company in 
1917 appear from this comparison to have 
been more than twice as great as the 
company acknowledged in its annual re- 
port and in its statements to the Ameri- 
can people. 

Money Missing 

The stockholders of the American 
Woolen Company have every reason to de- 
mand an accounting from the officers of 
that corporation to ascertain whether or 
not $15,000,000 of profits were actually 
concealed, as these facts seem to indicate, 
and if so, what disposition was made of 
the money. 

It must not be imagined that manufac- 
turers were the only ones who reaped enor- 
mous profits while the nation was at war. 
The report of the Treasury Department 
shows 2,068 clothing and‘dry goods stores, 
one of which earned 9,826 per cent on its 
capital stock, and nearly 10 per cent of the 
entire number earned more than 100 per 
cent on their capital stock. 

Out of 313 department stores, one earn- 
ed 757 per cent on its capital stock, and 
26 earned more than 100 per cent. There 
were 577 furniture stores reported, of 
which seventy-eight, or nearly 15 per cent, 
earned more than 100 per cent on capital 
stock, and one earned 781 per cent. We 
have heard a great deal about the high 
cost of pbuilding in the last few years. 

In nearly every case an attempt is made 
to attribute the high cost to the wages 
paid building labor, but this report shows 
that out of 809 contractors and construc- 
tion companies, 154, or more than 15 per 
cent, earned profits of over 100 per cent 
on their capital stock and one of them 
earned 1,390 per cent, or nearly fourteen 
times its total capital in a single year. 

The railroads, property rights, were 
drafted into service December 25, 1917, 
effective January 1, 1918. Congress im- 
mediately passed what was known as the 











Federal control act; the first section of 
that act contained this language: 


“The President is authorized to agree 
and guarantee to each carrier that dur- 
ing the period of such Federal control it 
shall receive as just compensation an an- 
nual sum, payable from time to time in 
reasonable installments, for each year and 
prorata for any fractional year of such 
Federal control, not exceeding a sum equiv- 
alent as nearly as may be to its average 
annual railway operating income for the 
three years ended June 30, 1917.” (Passed 
February 28, 1918, p. 2835, Congressional 
Record) 


To illustrate the profits made during 
this period by some of the copper com- 
panies, four instances are cited: 


The Utah Copper Co. in 1917 made a 
profit of $32,000,000, which was 200 per 
cent of its capital stock, and in 1918 a 
profit of $24,750,000, which was 150 per 
cent of its capital stock. The Calumet & 
Hecla Mining Co. in 1917 made a profit 
of $9,500,000, or 300 per cent of its capital 
stock. 





The Inspiration Consolidated Copper 
Co. in 1917 made a profit of $12,260,000, or 
55 per cent of its capital stock. The Ken- 
necott Copper Company in 1917 made a 
profit of $11,826,000, or 60 per cent of its 
capital stock. It is probable that other 
companies in the list made similar pro- 
fits, but the exact information is not 
available without a careful and detailed 
audit of the books of those various com- 
panies. 

On April 24, 1920, Senator Capper of 
Kansas, told the Senate that the Standard 
Cil Company, of Indiana, had increased 
its capital stock from 1,000,000 to 30,000,- 
000 shares, thus giving its stockholders a 
stock dividend of 2,900 per cent. He also 
showed that: 

The United Drug Company did $50,000,- 
000 worth of business in 1917, an increase 
of 242 per cent over 1916. 

The International Cotton Company did 
$8,000,000 worth of business, an increase 
of 39 per cent in its income while produc- 
ing 20 per cent less in merchandise. 

The excess surplus profits of the U. S. 
Steel Corporation from 1915 to 1920 were 








$500,000,000. 

The Endicott-Johnson Shoe Company 
made $2,174,430 in 1915 compared with 
$9,791,580 in 1919. 

The American Hide & Leather Company 
paid 44c a share dividends in 1915 and 
$15.52 a share in 1919. 

Previous to 1917, 180,000 corporations 
reported net income of $4,123,000,000; an 
average of $23,000 each. 

In 1917, 232,000 corporations reported 
net earnings of $10,730,000,000; an aver- 
age of $46,200. 

In 1918, 245,000 corporations reported 
net earnings of $9,600,000; average $39,200. 

In 1919, 260,000 corporations reported 
net earning of $8,900,000,000; average 
$34,200. 

In 1920, 260,000 corporations reported 
net earnings of $8,500,000,000; average 
$32,000. 

And yet these war profiteers, through 
their mouthpiece and lobby (U. S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce), say the soldiers who 
risked their lives and went through Hell, 
should be thankful for $6.30 a month. 





ABRAHAM LI 


From Common Sense Magazine 
(By Permission) 

We are apt to apply the word revolu- 
tionist only to some figures, quite forget- 
ting that many of our American heroes 
were revolutionary in sentiment if not in 
act. The American Revolution of 1776 
gave us many of our national figures. But 
the greatest American of the nineteenth 
century, Abraham Lincoln, also believed 
revolutionary action might at times be 
necessary. As Mr. Holden, the author of 
“Lincoln, the Politician and the Man,” 
shows in this article, he early in life de- 
clared that a people have the right to rise 
when the government becomes intolerable. 
And he was willing to take the extremest 
measures to force the war that freed the 
slave. 

Mr. Holden points out that Lincoln fail- 
ed to see that the development of indus- 
trialism in the North would result in its 
turn in the enslaving of a whole popula- 
tion. _Would he favor a revolution today 
that our government might again be “for 
the people?” 

By RAYMOND HOLDEN 

On the twelfth of January, 1848, Abra- 
ham Lincoln, representing the State of 
Illinois in the national Congress, stood up 
in the House of Representatives and said: 

. any people anywhere, being inclin- 
ed and having the power, have the right 
to rise up and shake off the existing gov- 
ernment, and form a new one that suits 
them better. This is a most valuable, a 
most sacred right—a right which we hope 
and believe is to liberate the world .. .” 

It is true that Lincoln did not, during 
his four-year tenure in the Presidency 
which began thirteen years after this 
speech, repeat the statement in any such 
words, but it is fairly certain that he 
continued to believe it. During the revo- 
lution of 1860-1865, he believed, apparent- 
ly, that it was the South that was in re- 
volt. .He opposed the South not because 
he did not believe in revolution, but be- 
cause he did not, in this case, believe in its 
aims. That the South believed him and 
his party, backed by the industrial North, 
to be guilty of revolt which made continued 
communion on the part of the Southern 
with the non-slave-holding states, did not 
alter the facts. The facts were that Lin- 
coln, until his political affiliations made 
it wise for him to be cautious in his utter- 
ances, never for one moment looked on 
the idea of revolution, as such, with, hor- 
ror, any more than did the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Sanctity of Income? 


It all depends upon where your stake is. 
If the suffering, thre deprivation, both ma- 
terial and spiritual, of a people means 
less to you than the maintenance of your 
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present source of income, you will believe 
that anyone who suggests the overthrow 
of the .system which guarantees the 
sanctity of your source of income 
is an unwashed and bearded tomb-throw- 
er. On the other hand, and this is the 
point of view of Lincoln—who in 1848 was 
not thinking of his source of income— 
the man who is sufficiently horrified by 
conditions in the country he loves, to be- 
lieve that something must be done about 
them, believes that the real villain is the 
man who would maintain things as they 
are because he himself is comfortable. It 
all depends on the point of view. 

It never occurred to Lincoln, when he 
was attacking President Polk’s adminis- 
tration in January, 1848, and drawing 
down upon himself the wrath of his con- 
stituents, that he was doing anything but 
the two things which were always upper- 
most in his mind, obeying his conscience 
and serving his party. He was perfectly 
willing to call President Polk’s Mexican 
War a campaign of robbery and dishonor, 
rapine and murder, which it assuredly was. 
His constituents, who had sent their sons 
to the front line of that campaign, and 
many of whom had gone themselves, were 
not of Mr. Lincoln’s mind. That made 
him, for the time being, a revolutionist. 
He opposed the government in the waging 
of its war. He was promptly dropped by 
his constituents. 

Respect for Revalution 

He went back to Illinois, disillusioned 
and chastened, never again to speak his 
mind so openly. But it is hard to believe 
that his convictions ever. changed. He 
never ceased to look back at the founders 
of his country, revolutionists all, with rev- 
erence and respect. He certainly would 
never have thought of shifting, as Edmund 
Burke did, from a defence of the American 
Colonies in their struggle for a new form 
of government, to the defence of Louis 
and Marie Antoinette against a French 
bourgeoisie that, in the last decade of the 
eighteenth century struggled also for a 
new form of government. 


Lincoln’s attitude, even as an ardent 
Republican getting into Stephen A. Doug- 
las’ hair, was that of a man always in 
sympathy with the exploited and injured. 
That he believed the Southern slaves to 
be the only exploited persons in the 
United States, and considered the factory 
worker of the North to be in possession of 
God’s greatest gift, the opportunity for 
honest toil, does not alter the fact that 
he opposed slavery and was willing to have 
the rulers who espoused it, completely 
and ruthlessly destroyed. That he be- 
lieved that he could help destroy slavery 
and the slaveholder and still retain, invio- 
late, the government formed by the con- 





stitution resolved upon by men who, in 
the main, believed in slavery, illustrates, 
not any lack of belief on Lincoln’s part in 
the ability of revolution to liberate the 
world, but the difficulties which con- 
fronted a humane man in a changing and 
unfocused world. 


Ethics Difficult 

It may seem to some that Lincoln’s later 
battle cry—‘“The Union must be preserved, 
with or without slavery it must be pre- 
served,” is a negation of the idea that a 
people having the power and the wish, have 
also the right to change their form of 
government. It was not. It was merely 
a confession on Lincoln’s part of the side 
on which he stood. Standing on it, he was 
going to fight for it. It would be difficult 
here to go into the ethics involved in the 
Civil War of the United States. Whether 
the Southerners or the Northerners were 
the revolutionists does not matter. From 
cur point of view today it appears that al- 
though Lincoln was fighting against 
something which the progress of human 
social and economic life made impossible 
—human slavery—he was also fighting in 
defence of an industrial system equally 
impossible—and if it comes to that, in 
equal, if not greater degree, a form of 
slavery. 

No European 

Lincoln, to be just to him, did not 
know this. He was not a European, and 
he was not a Karl Marx. He lived in a 
country whose mind considered as its fin- 
est achievement the amazing material 
progress which it was making. And this 
progress depended upon prosperity. The 
Southern slaveholder fought for Slavery 
because it was the chief source of his 
wealth. The Northerner fought against 
slavery primarily not because it was inhu- 
man, but because it interfered with the 
development of his own economic system 
and the extension of his control of all 
sources of wealth. Moral and ethical dis- 
tinction was not clearly the property of 
either South or North. The very party 
which advocated slavery for men, advocat- 
ed for freedom of the seas, and freedom of 
trade. The very party which professed 
to regard slavery with horror, at the some 
time was perfectly willing to grant large 
subsidies to ship owners, for a considera- 
tion, and to regard the evils of its manu- 
facturing system with equanimity. Rea- 
son and justice, morality and decency, 
were not focused either north or south of 
the Mason and Dixon line. There was 
little of these commodities in any section, 
and everywhere there was Plenty of ¢or- 
ruption and exploitation. 

Men of all parties had then, as they 
have had since, in order to keep the ma- 
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ONE PUBLIC OWNERSHIP SUCCESS 


By JOHN W. McCARTY, 
Mayor, Washington, Ind. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: One of the most 
striking examples of what municipal own- 
ership can do for a city may be found in 
Washington, Indiana, (population, 9,070). 
That city has one of the lowest tax rates 
in the state and one of the lowest electric 
light and power rates; is practically free 
of debt, has put thousands of dollars into 
the general city fund, used surplus earn- 
ings to keep the factories in the town run- 
ning and its people employed, and other- 
wise contributed in most astonishing ways 
te the general prosperity of the commun- 
ity. And all of this through the surplus 
earnings of its remarkably successful mu- 
nicipal light and power plant. _In the fol- 
lowing pages Mayor McCarty tells the re- 
markable story of this city’s achievements. 

We have owned our electric light and 
power plant for over thirty years, but we 
have only recently, June, 1932, acquired 
our water works. 

Thirty Years Ago 

In the year 1900 the city council of 
Washington, Indiana, purchased from pri- 
vate ownership a 175 kwh. electric plant, 
paying for it the sum of $83,291, which 
sum .was about six times its actual cost, 
but as time went on it proved a godsend 
to our people, as it furnished at a moder- 
ate rate light and power that a privately 
owned concern would fail to do. This old 
plant functioned rather well until the 
year 1921, when the city started to build a 
new up-to-date 200kwh. plant, completing 
the plant in the year 1922. This new, 
modern and up-to-date plant shows a 
book value of $650,000, and could be sold 
tomorrow for the sum of $1,000,000, but 
five times this amount would be no in- 
Gucement to sell, as the people of this 
good city realize that they have a safe- 
guard which money can not purchase. 

Helped City 

Since the year 1926 this municipal light 
plant has done some remarkable things in 
the way of betterments for the city of 
Washington, and the following are some 
of them: 

1. In the first place, the surplus earn- 
ings of this plant have enabled us to pay 
the original cost of the plant, $83,291, and 
also to retire the outstanding debt of $57,- 
000 additional, which had twenty years to 
run, saving in interest $37,000. Not only 
that, but the surplus earnings have also 
paid for various enlargements, extensions 
and improvements to the plant, amount- 
ing in all to $430,251, so that the plant is 
now thoroughly modern and up-to-date. 

2. Secondly, the success and surplus 
earnings of the plant have enabled us to 
reduce the rates, which were originally 
ten cents per kilowatt hour maximum to 
7 cents per kilowatt hour, with a 5 per 
cent discount if paid promptly. 

3. Third, it has helped us to wipe out 
our city debts. Not only have we paid off 
ali the indebtedness on the plant, as indi- 
cated above, but we have also, out of the 
surplus earnings of this plant, retired a 
$7,000 indebtedness we owed on the City 
Hall. 

4. Fourth, it has also helped us to re- 
duce taxes from $1.12 on the $100 valua- 
tion in 1930 to 43% cents in 1933. This 
was done by appropriating to the general 
city funds out of the earnings of the light 
plant $80,000 for 1931 and 1932, and an 
additional $45,000 for 1932-33, making a 
total of $125,000 in those three years. 

5. Fifth, it has paid $19,000 for a mod- 
ern office building conveniently located on 
the main street of the city and serving not 
only the electric light plant™but also the 
recently acquired waterworks system. 

6. Sixth, the plant has enabled us to 
set aside $7,182 for the improvement and 
extension of our streets and alleys. 

7. Seventh, out of the surplus earnings 
we have also set aside $13,600 for the re- 
lief of the unemployed during the current 
years of the depression. 

8. Eighth, out of the surplus earnings 
we have applied $27,500 to keep our indus- 
tries going and our people employed. 
Twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) of this 
was invested in a shirt factory, and $7,500 
in another factory, thus keeping between 











500 and 600 men and women employed. 
Helping Unemployed 

Perhaps the most pressing problem con- 
fronting any city administration during 
these present times of depression is the 
problem of unemployment. And we have 
felt that it was better to give our people 
work than to give them a dole. We have, 
therefore, made every effort to keep the 
wheels of industry going. 

In the spring of 1930 a factory which 
was being operated in this city, employ- 
ing 250 men and women, was about to 
leave our city because of inadequate fac- 
tory space. An effort was put forth by 
the city and business people here to save 
the factory, and a company was started 
to construct a building such as the factory 
people needed. The building was erected 
at a cost of $90,000, the city taking $20,- 
000 of its stock and paying for this out of 
the light fund of the electric light plant, 
and this plant has since completion, been 
employing over 600 people. 

The $20,000 of stock in the shirt factory 
purchased in this manner bears six per 
cent interest, so that the city earns $1,200 
per year in this way and in addition there- 
to the factory uses approximately $8,000 
worth of electric light and power per year. 
In this way, during the last ten years this 
particular factory and the old plant have 
paid into the general fund of the city for 
power, light and interest approximately 
$165,000. In this way the city of Wash- 
ington considers its investment in this 
factory a very good paying proposition, 
first, because it keeps its people employed 
and, secondly, it is actually earning money 
in doing so. 

Not only have we assisted the aforesaid 
manufacturing company but kept the 
wheels of industry of another factory go- 
ing by loaning it $7,500, and have seen 
the number of men and women employed 
grow from 48 to 150. The above amount 
too was taken from the light fund. 

Besides these cash investments in keep- 
ing our people employed, the city has al- 
so taken out of the light fund the sum of 
$13,600 with which to give employment to 
those who are out of work. 

Reducing Taxes 

As stated above, due to ‘the surplus 
earnings of our municipal light and 
power plant we have been able to reduce 
taxes from $1.12 per $100 to 49c. This re- 
duction was accomplished by the appro- 
priation of a total of $125,000 during the 
last three years for reduction of taxes for 
1931, 1932 and 1933 to the general expenses 
of the city, which otherwise would have 
been carried by the taxpayers. 

In making our budget for 1933 we were 
worried as to how we were going to do our 
part in reducing our former low rate. We 
had appropriated $80,000 for tax reduc- 
tion out of the earnings of the light plant 
during 1931 and 1932. In so doing we had 
brought the rate down to 4544c on the 
hundred. 

But in 1933 we are confronted with a de- 
preciation of property values of $1,970,140, 
and also have a street and alley interesec- 
tion tax to pay of $7,182, which we have 
agreed to pay out of the general fund in- 
stead of making a levy to do so. But, as 
someone has well said, “Where there is a 
will there is a way,” and we have made 
our budget for 1933, again reducing the 
tax rate of this year from 45%4c to 43%4c 
on the $100. 

And thus our municipal light plant is 
actually reducing our tax rates. In June 
of 1932 the city of Washington purchased 
its water plant from a private company, 
paying for it the sum of $650,000. This is 
to be paid for through revenue bonds. 

I have repeatedly said, and I say here 
and now that when these bonds on the 
water works are paid through the revenue 
derived from the plant, the surplus earn- 
ings of the water works, together with the 
surplus earnings of the light and power 
plant should and will, with proper man- 
agement, make the city of Washington a 
taxless city. 

Reduction of Rates 

During the early years of the operation 
of the light plant it did not show a profit. 
But on the first of the month of January, 
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1927, the superintendent of the electric 
plant in his report to the council showed 
that in the preceding year, 1926, it had 
made a profit of $72,000. On this showing 
we asked the commission to reduce our 
rates from 10 cents to 7 cents per kilowatt 
hour maximum, with a discount of 5 per 
cent if paid on the 10th of the month. 
This was granted and the rates reduced. 

The present rate schedule is for lighting 
6.65 cents for the first 50 kilowatts; 6.175 
cents for the next 50 kilowatts; .5.7 for the 
next hundred, and so on, scaling down to 
3.8 cents for all over 1,000 kwh., with a 
minimum charge of 50 cents. 

For small power the rate is 342 cents for 
the next 500, and so on, scaling down to 
2 cents for all over 100,000 kwh. 

Large power users have a rate of 2 
cents for the next 15,000 kwh., and 1.4 
cents for all over 25,000 kwh. There is a 
minimum charge of 50 cents per horse- 
power. There is a special rate for domes- 
tic and commercial heating of 2% cents 
for the first 25 kwh.; 2% cents for the 
next 75 kwh., and .2 cents for all over 
100 kwh., with a minimum charge of $1.50 
per month and 5 per cent discount for 
prompt payment. 

City Improvements 

Besides the above mentioned improve- 
ments the municipal light and power 
plant has helped the city in acquiring 
many much-needed and important city 
improvements. For example, out of the 
surplus earnings of the plant as mention- 
ed above, $7,000 of indebtedness on our 
City Hall was paid off; as mentioned 
above, also, a $19,000 office building pur- 
chased and paid for, and 7,182 appropri- 
ated last year for the improvement of 
streets and alleys. 

Saving Interest 

In this connection, it is important to 
note that by following the policy of call- 
ing in outstanding bonded indebtedness 
and paying it off, the city has made con- 
siderable saving in interest. For example, 
in October, 1930, $64,000 of indebtedness 
was paid off, and of this, $57,000 had twen- 
ty years yet to run. Thus the saving on 
this item alone was $37,000. There was 
also $7,000 of this indebtedness which had 
four years to run, so that in this case a 
saving of $1,500 in interest was made. 
Thus the saving of interest alone on the 
retirement of our indebtedness in advance 
amounted to $38,500. 

History of the Plant 

For several years after the plant was 
first established the city realized little or 
no profit, with the exception of furnish- 
ing low rates to the consumers. However, 
as the plant was improved its earnings in- 
creased. In April, 1917, through a bond 
issue of $10,000, new boilers were added 
and a 300 kwh. generator was acquired. 
Again in March, 1919, the city sold $20,- 
000 worth of 5 per cent light bonds to add 
one 400 kwh. and one 250 kwh., 3 phase, 
60 cycle, 22 volt generator. Up to this 
time the equipment consisted of single 
phase, 133 cycle, 1100 volts, suitable for 
lighting only. The above equipment was 
soon loaded up to capacity and it became 
necessary to lay plans for additional plant 
development or look for service outside of 
the city of Washington. 

Modern Plants 

So it was a question of building a new 
modern up-to-date plant or taking current 
from outside parties. The issue became a 
most heated one and the election to de- 
termine the me’ter was called, and those 
in favor of building a new plant carried by 
a vote of 11 to 1. So on ‘the iSth day of 
July, 1920 the city sold $83,495.93 worth of 


6 per cent light bonds payable $2,800 an- ' 


nually, but with a ten year callable clause. 

The above issue provided funds to start 
the erection of a new plant. By Septem- 
ber 15th, 1920, it became necessary to 
sell $11,500 worth of 6 per cent ten year 
light bonds to complete boiler equipment. 
On August 1, 1921, the city being bonded 
to the limit of 2 per cent, entered into a 
least contract with the manufacturers of 
turbines for two 500 kwh. turbine gener- 
ators with condensing equipment, the 
total amount of principal and interest 
being $76,800, with $1,000 payable each 





month. 

On January 1, 1922, it became necessary 
to make a temporary loan of $20,000 to 
complete the distribution system from the 
new to the old system. The new plant 
was put in service February 22, 1922, with 
two 500 kwh. turbines and two 400 hp. 
boilers with what seemed an almost im- 
possible financial load of principal and 
interest, bearing in mind that the annual 
gross revenue of 1920 was only $56,232.92, 
put with a very favorable rate the load in- 
creased with leaps and bounds until 1924, 
when it became necessary to add another 
422 h.p. boiler at a cost of $1,600. Again 
in 1926 there was added 1000 kwh. 
turbine with the necessary condensing 
equipment at a cost of $32,100. 

In 1931 there was added a 2,000 kwh. 
turbine generator complete with condens- 
ing equipment which required an addition 
to the building, all of which cost $67,400. 
The distribution system has been one con- 
tinuous construction for the last ten years, 
at a total cost of $145,056.62, including 42 
miles of rural lines. 

Thus the plant has been thoroughly 
modernized and fully equipped for hand- 
ling the service of the city, including ser- 
vice to the surrounding rural territory. 

To Sum Up 

Below are enumerated various sums that 
have been contributed by the plant from 
time to time to the general city funds: 


1. Original purchase price__$ 83,291 
2. Retirement of bonds -.-. 57,000 
3. Plant improvements ~~ .- 430,251 
4. For tax reduction ~~. 125,000 
5. Debt on City Hall ........ 7,000 
6. Purchase office building _. 19,000 
7. Loan to factories _.____- 27,500 
8. Unemployed aid ~-.._-.- 13,600 
9. Improvement of streets _ 7,182 

OEE awoke ds Sadie) $769,824 


5 Cent Fares 

The city also owns and operates a street 
car system. And for a city of this size 
this is, of course, quite unique and unus- 
ual. The primary purpose of this public- 
ly owned utility is not to make money for 
the city, but to give to the industrial 
workers transportation to and from their 
work. In other words, the main purpose 
of this utility is public service. 

The street car system has not been a 
money-maker. In fact, we have been los- 
ing slightly on this investment, especially 
in recent years, owing to the unemploy- 
ment. The loss, however, sustained by 
the operation of these cars is only a trivial 
matter. A few more shovels of coal is, in 
the last analysis, about the only real out- 
lay. Of course, the same rate is charged 
against the street cars as is charged to 
other users of power. In this way the city 
secures some return at least from the op- 
eration. I believe that if we should re- 
quire all who use the street cars, whether 
they are public employees or not, to pay 
the regular fare, it would greatly improve 
the earnings. 

In this connection it is important to 
note that we still cling to the 5 cent fare 
on our street cars. This is the lowest 
street car fare in the state. And thus, by 
the maintenance of these city street cars, 
and the 5c fare we are rendering a distinct 
social service to our community and es- 
pecially to the working classes and the 
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FARM MORTGAGES 
BRING THOUSANDS 
OF FORECLOSURES 


Little Hope Of Relief 
Seen For Farmers 


Of Iowa 


Thirteen per cent of Iowa farm 
land has been sold by sheriffs at 
foreclosure sales in the last twelve 
years, according to a study of fore- 
closures in fifteen counties. In 
some cases the same farm has 
been sold two or three times. Con- 
servative estimates place the 
amount of land sold at foreclos- 
ure sales at 11 per cent. 

Thus, one out of each nine 
farms in Iowa was sold once or 
more at sheriff’s sales during the 
years 1921 to 1932. In_ those 
years mortgages totaling $327,- 
000,000 were cancelled by assign- 
ment of land to mortgage holders 
and by failure of junior mortgage 
holders to redeem land after fore- 
closure of a prior lien. 

Huge Debt 

Despite foreclosures, Iowa stil! 
has $1,000,000,000 in mortgage 
debt outstanding on 45 per cent 
of Iowa land. The majority is in 
first mortgage liens. 

Low levels of farm prices in- 
crease the seriousness of the 
crisis. In the nineties the mort- 
gage debt per acre on mortgaged 
land was $14. In October, 1932, 
it was $71 per acre, five times as 
large. 








Low Hog Prices 

Yet hog prices in 1932 averaged 
$3.20 and in January, 1933, fell 
to $2.40. During the low years of 
the nineties, 1896-97, they aver- 
aged $2,95 and $3.20. Briefly, 
hogs and corn are lower in price 
today than in the nineties, and 
cattle and butter maintain a bet- 
ter position. 

Began in 1921 

In 1921 a period of liquidation 
began. In the four years follow- 
ing 1923, four per cent of Iowa 
land was foreclosed. Up until 1931 

In 1926, 44 per cent of the land 
was foreclosed. Up until 1931 the 
foreclosures were mostly second 
ahd third mortgages. 

In 1931 foreclosures of first 
mortgages increased. In that 
year 1.5 per cent of the land was 
sold at foreclosure sales. In the 
first eleven months of 1932, fore- 
closures claimed 3 per cent of 
Towa land. 

From 1922 through 1930, from 
$20,000,000 to $25,000,000 of mort- 
gage debt was foreclosed. In 1932, 
until Dec. 1, $68,000,000 of mort- 
gages were foreclosed. No section 
of the state was exempt from fore- 
closure action. 

Private investors, deposit banks 
and mortgage companies did most 
of the foreclosing in 1920 to 1925. 
From 1926 on, the insurance com- 
panies, federal land banks and 
joint stock land banks accounted 
for an increasing proportion of the 
foreclosures. In all but one of the 
last twelve years the number of 
foreclosures has increased stead- 
ily. 

Deficiency Judgments 

Deficiency judgments also have 
been increasing. When land is bid 
in at the sale for less than the 
judgment held against it, the 
holder of the mortgage may be 
granted a deficiency judgment for 
the difference between what the 
sale brings and the total amount 
against it, including unpaid prin- 
cipal, interest, taxes and costs of 
the court case. 

In 1936, 44 per cent of the land 
sold at foreclosure sales carried 
deficiency judgments. In 1932, 
more than 74 per cent of the sales 
were followed by such judgments. 





A lock has been invented to be 
mounted inside window screens to 
hold them in place. 





PASS IT ALONG 


If you agree that exposes 
of Big Business crookedness 
such as those given in the 
Midwest Free Press are need- 
ed in America, pass_ this 
paper along to a friend or 
neighbor. You can mail the 
Free Press anywhere in the 
United States for a two cent 
stamp. Just wrap it, ad- 
dress and mail. 
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AN ORGANIZATION 
FOR 
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From all sections of the country 
home demonstration agents work- 
ing with farm women report un- 
usual interest in “clothes clinics’ 
—meetings where the members of 
the home demonstration clubs can 
bring their old-style dresses, coats, 
and other discarded garments, if 
they are made of materials good 
enough to give further service. 
Patterns and sketches are pro- 
vided to suggest adaptations of 
prevailing fashions, or how chil- 
dren’s garments can be made 
from old trousers and suits. 

Agents show the women how to 
clean, shrink, and dye their old 
material, and what to. do _ to 
lengthen dresses by adding yokes 
at shoulders or hips, inserting 
belts, or using false hems; how to 
combine contrasting materials and 
colors, perhaps from two garments 
to make one; how to freshen and 
re-style dresses by means of new 
neck treatments or sleeves, a 
changed waistline or other feat- 
ures, and what finishes to use to 
give a tailored look. 

“Coat schools” for both adult 
and children’s coats have also 
been very popular in a number of 
States. In Massachusetts, for ex- 
ample, after a brief training, 148 
children’s coats were made, only 
3 of them being of new material. 
Women’s coats more often require 
new material, but can be made at 
considerable savings over the cost 
of similar ready-made coats. 








LIGHT FOR CHICKS 

The importance of vitamin D. 
for baby chicks and laying hens 
is no longer questioned. Several 
methods of providing this vitamin 
are available. Among the earliest 
of the artificial methods of sup- 
plying vitamin D was the use of 
ultra-violet light produced by a 
carbon arc lamp or a quartz merc- 
ury arc lamp. These lamps were 
rather expensive and difficult to 
use, and have never come _ into 
popular usage. 

Recently, however, special light 
bulbs, termed CX bulbs, have been 
developed which transmit ultra- 
violet rays. These bulbs may be 
secured in 60, 300, and 500 watt 
sizes. The 60-watt size fits in an 
ordinary light socket, while the 
two larger sizes require a special 
mogul screw base. 

For efficient use of these bulbs 
special types of reflectors should 
be used with them. Pure alumi- 
num metal, or chromium plated 
reflectors must be used. Such 
reflectors have been developed by 
at least one poultry equipment 
manufacturer, and are now avail- 
able for use with these bulbs. 





A seaplane is being built in 
Holland that is designed to carry 
a pay load of 42 tons, twice the 
capacity of the German DO-X, 
the world’s 
now in use. 





Unfair Newspapers 
in this column will appear 
the names of those newspapers 
which have published discrim)- 
nating articles about our as- 
sociation as per Section 2 and 
3 of Article 13 I[f you hear of’ 

others send us the clippings 


Muscatine Journal Musca- 
tine. lowa. 

Davenport Democrat. Daven- 
port. lowa 


Ottumwa Courier Ottumwa 
towa 

Wallace Farmer and towa 
Homestead. Des Moines ta 

The first three are publishea 
oy the Lee Syndicate which al- 
so publishes the Kewanee [li 
Star-Courier Mason City 
Globe Gazette Lincoln. Neo 
Star and papers at Madison 
Wis. LaCrosse Wis. and Han- 
nibal Mo 
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largest flying boat 


ISTATE SENATOR ANDERSON CONTINUES - 
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L. A. Loos, Pres 
Hedrick, Ia. 





FIGHT FOR ECIMINATING COMPULSORY 


TUBERCULIN COW 


Although the House of Repre-, 


sentatives of the Iowa legislature 
has turned down the bill to elimi- 
nate compulsory tuberculin tests 
in this state, the fight by those 
seeking to lighten the farmer’s 
burden still goes on. 

State Senator Paul H. Anderson, 
one of the leaders in the battle 
has written the following letter to 
the editor of the Free Press ex- 
plaining his stand: 

“Mr. James R. Connor, Jr. 
“Free Press, a 
“Muscatine, Iowa 

“Dear Sir: 

“Your letter received this morn- 
ing with respect to Senate File No. 
337 of which I am sending you a 
copy. As the original co-author 
of Senate File No. 120, I regret- 
ted very much the turn things 
took in the House. I had hoped 
for its passage and for its referr- 
ment to the Committee on Agri- 


culture in the Senate where it! 


might have been amended into 
more passable form and would 
have received the approval of both 
houses. 


Big Time Packers 


“Failing in that, I have intro- 
duced this amendment known as 
Senate File No. 337 which, I be- 
lieve, will correct that which has 
been the greatest cause of discon- 
tent upon the part of the cattle- 
men of the state. I hope, also, 
when this bill is referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture to 
further amend the same pertain- 
ing to the disposition of con- 
demned animals and to except 
from its provisions the western 
range cattle shipped into the state 
for feeder purposes. These three 
features when so corrected will 
eliminate that which, in my judg- 
ment, has been one of the worst 
rackets perpetuated in this state 
for ten years. It is no secret to 
the veteran feeders of Iowa that 
not only that but the western cat- 
tlemen have suffered a loss of mil- 
lions through the extreme rulings 
of the Department of Agriculture 
under the present law, and that, 
in my humble opinion, has been 
due to the fact that the most in- 
terested party in the whole affair 
has been the big time packer. 


TESTING OVER IOWA 


“House File No. 117 and Senate 
|File No. 120 are dead, chiefly 
; through the lack of generalship in 
ithe House and through the ter- 
i rific pressure that was brought on 
‘the timid souls. 

“Thanking you very much for 
your kind rememberance, and 
knowing your interest in agricul- 
ture matters, I hope to hear from 
you again.” 

Senator Anderson of the 27th 
district represents Webster and 
Calhoun counties in the state 
senate. His home address is Har- 
court, Iowa. Readers who wish to 
support him in his fight for the 
farmers should write to him at 
Harcourt or in care of the state 
senate, Des Moines. He is chair- 
man of the senate departmental 
affairs committee and also mem- 
ber of the agriculture, appropri- 
ations, educational institutions, 
fish and game, judiciary and 
manufacture, commerce and trade 
committees. 


New Bill 


Senator Anderson’s new bill, 
known as Senate File 337 is sim- 
ple and easy to understand. It 
follows: 

An act to amend Sections twen- 
ty-six hundred seventy-five (2675) 
and twenty-six hundred seventy- 
nine (2679), Code, 1931, relating 
to bovine tuberculosis and the ex- 
amination and treating of herds. 

Be It Enacted by the General 
Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. That Section twenty- 
six hundred seventy-five (2675), 
Code 1931, is hereby amended by 
adding thereto the following: 

“But no cattle shall be tested 
over the objection of the owner 
except as provided in Section 
twenty-six hundred seventy-nine 
(2679).” 

Sec. 2 Section twenty-six hun- 
dred seventy-nine (2679), Code, 
1931, is hereby amended by add- 
ing thereto the following: 

“Provided, however, that if the 
owner of any cattle in this state 
objects to the test being made by 
the regular inspector of the De- 
partment, the Department shall 
assign to said test any accredited 
veterinarian which the owner of 
‘aid cattle may select who resides 





Many States Revive 
Art Of Making Soap 


Last year witnessed a noticeable 
revival of soap making on farms, 
reports the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

Farm housewives in some sec- 
tions of the country have made a 
little soap now and then as a mat- 
ter of economy, but this old 
household art had, until recently, 
almost disappeared in many sec- 
tions. 

A report from South Dakota 
shows what can be saved by mak- 
ing soap at home. In 1932 farm 
families in 27 counties in that 
State reported making soap under 
the guidance of extension agents. 
Valuing laundry soap at 6 cents a 
pound, the soap made in these 
counties last year was worth more 
than $2,500. 

In Oklahoma, 
Missouri, Minnesota, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Oregon, Washington, 
Wisconsin, and other States home 
demonstration agents have en- 
couraged soap making on the 
farm as one of the ways to avoid 
cash outlay and make use of a 
farm waste. County home demon- 
stration agents can usually sup- 
ply instructions for making soap 
at home. 


Tllinois, Iowa, 





TRUTHFUL PAPER 
Dear Editor: 

Please send my Free Press to 
Lisbon, Iowa. We sure do like 
your paper, it is the only paper 
that will tell us the truth and 
things that we don’t get from the 
other papers. We sure miss 
KTNT but hope that Mr. Baker 
will be on the air with XENT soon 
for he is the only man that told us 
the other side of the story, and 
we need men like Mr. Baker. 

We are wishing Mr. Baker and 
the Midwest Free Press the best 
of luck in the good work they are 
doing. I think every man or wo- 
man in the U. S. A. should take 
this paper. We are hoping to 
hear XENT soon. 

Joseph J. Slack, 
Lisbon, Iowa 





Spread Truth! Pass This Paper On 





in the county or in an adjoining 
county and who is approved by 
the board of supervisors of the 
county where said cattle are lo- 
cated.” 











Get 
The 


pay this smal) sum. 





L. A. LOOS. Hedrick. La. 
President 


FARMERS! 


To.ether ana Join 


U. F. 


F. A. 


Al) tarmers should belong to the United Farm Federation of Americz 
to gain their righttu) power. Only 25 per cent of the tarwers are or- 
ganized. You can help us to organize 100 per cent it you join today. 


Dues only $10 yearly. You may use produce or post dated checks to 


JOIN NOW! 
UNITED «ARM FEDERATION -f AMER-CA 


NORMAN BAKER. Muscatine. fa 


Secretary 
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WAITING FOR XENT 


Dear Editor: 

You will find enclosed one dol- 
lar for six months for the Free 
Press. When the six months are 
up, I will send another dollar. 
We will be glad when XENT ge 
to broadcasting. 

Mrs. W. H. Feldman, 
Winfield, Iowa 





ANOTHER BOOST 


Dear Editor: 

I am sending you a subscription 
which please send the paper as I 
don’t want to be without it for we 
think it the only paper that we 
get the truth and hope Mr. Baker 


gets on the air soon. 
A. C. Knoles, 


Blue Grass, Iowa 





ADMIRE BAKER 


Dear Editor: 

Am enclosing $1.00 bill for re- 
newal of the Free Press for six 
months, and thank you so much 
for sending the paper. I sure do 
not want to miss one single issue 
of this most fearless courageous 
and truthful newspaper. My wife 
and I are 100 per cent for Mr. 
Baker and the Free Press and are 
anxiously awaiting his ever wel- 
come voice in our home over the 
radio and from his wonderful and 
powerful station XENT. Words 
cannot express our admiration for 
this honest, fearless, courageous 
man and only he and God alone 
know the terrible unjust persecu- 
tions this just man has suffered. 
Our prayers are to God for more 
men like him, and to _ protect, 
guide and give him strength to 
carry on. Again thanking you. 

C. E. Kielkopf, 
Ottumwa, Iowa 





A VEGETARIAN 


Dear Editor: 

Mr. Baker referred to the Bible 
awhile back. I believe if man 
lived up to some of the things 
which God commanded him to do 
that there would not be so much 
ill health amongst us. 

In Genesis 1: Paragraph 29. 
“And God said, Behold I have 
given you every herb bearing seed, 
which is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree, in the 
which is fruit of a tree yielding 
seed; to you it shall be for meat.” 

We notice that Adam lived 930 
years, Methuselah 969 years. These 
old boys probably never butcher- 
ed any living creature for food. 

God never commanded Adam 
to eat flesh, so why eat flesh now? 
Is man any healthier for eating 
flesh? Set some meat out in a 
warm place with some fruit and 
cereals alongside. Which will 
give off the worst odor at the end 
of thirty days? The meat will, so 
why eat meat. Our bleached out 
white flour is another source of ill 
health. We grind our wheat and 
feed the best part of it to our cows 
and hogs. 

We eat too much bleached out 
white sugar, together with meat 
and rot out our teeth and eat our 
way to the grave. 

I guess man is a sinner from the 
beginning. God created him per- 
fect but he came under Satan’s 
rule so what else can we expect. 

Take a trip to our modern 
packing plants and see the poor 
animals slaughtered by the mil- 
lions to supply man’s lust for food. 

It is a wonder that God has not 
shortened our lives more than he 
has. He must love this old world 
of ours. The world is_ alright. 
Man is the cause of his own 
misery. 

Chas. Beaulieu, 
Cumberland, Wis. 





TELLING TRUTH 
Dear Editor: 

I did not receive the Free Press 
last week so will you please send 
me a copy of last week’s paper 
when you send the paper for this 
week. I don’t like to miss a copy 
of it. 

It is surely telling the big boys 
the truth. It is the greatest paper 
I ever read and I wish there 
would be more of them like it. 

Martin H. Anderson, 
Boyceville, Wisc. 


‘I am sending $2.00. 





LETTERS FROM READERS 
ON INTERESTING TOPICS 









LAST DOLLAR 


Sir: 

Am inclosing $1.00 for renewal 
to the Free Press. Here goes the 
last dollar. I am a charter mem- 
ber to the Baker publications and 


ts} it just seems like I can’t get along 


without the Free Press. 
W. L. Phillips, 
La Porte, Ind. 





“THE BEST PAPER” 


Dear Editor: 

My subscription has expired so 
Keep on 
sending it. We can not get along 
without it. It is the best paper. 
Will be glad when Mr. Baker gets 
on the air with his new powerful 
broadcasting station. Wishing 
him the best of luck. 

Mr. Sam H. Andre, 
Lisbon, Iowa 





WANTS KTNT BACK 
Dear Editor: 

I am sending you the petition 
to put KTNT back on the air for 
I sure do miss them. I would like 
to hear Norman Baker on the air. 
He is not afraid to tell the truth. 

I hope he will have his new 
station soon and then I know he 
will tell the big fellows what he 
thinks of them and I hope he 
does. 

Wish the Midwest Free Press 
was a daily paper. I wish it did 
come daily like it did when it first 
came out. 

I would not be without it. I 
had a Davenport daily but they 
lied too much about Norman 
Baker and the common people. 

William Ganzer, 
New Liberty, Iowa 





THE NEW PRESIDENT 
Dear Editor: 

I should hate to miss one issue 
of your valuable paper but “Hoo- 
ver Prosperity” has spread so 
thoroughly that it is hitting the 
most of us so I will enclose sub- 
scription $1.50 for 6 months. 

I surely enjoy your paper and 
the fearless way that you hit the 
gigantic frauds that have robbed 
the people until they have become 
peasants and less. The Medical 
Trust I believe is the most 
bloodthirsty, most unscrupulous, 
and the most to be feared of any 
one group that prey on the help- 
less people to say nothing of the 
many others. It is time the peo- 
ple wake up. Electing a differ- 
ent man for president won’t cure 
them all as I believe the new one 
is already enmeshed in the slimy 
tentacles of this accursed trust. 

I hope you and Mr. Baker will 
continue to lambast their filthy 
hides until they howl for mercy. 

More strength to your arm and 
courage and perserverance until 
you cleanse and disinfect this fair 
land of ours until we can hold 
our heads up and proudly say, 
“We Are Americans”! 

Roy N. Hyatt, 
Philmont, N. Y. 





AUSTRALIAN NEWS 
Dear Mr. Baker: 

We have been watching very 
carefully your fight against so 
called constituted authority. 

No doubt the dice are well load- 
ed against you. 

World conditions are in a terri- 
ble state and one wonders what 
will be the end of it. 

Even with your change of Gov- 
ernment conditions are only get- 
ting daily worse and worse. 

It is something more than a 
change of Government that is 
wanted. 

The masses have endured well 
for a long time the question is 
how much longer are they going 
to endure the awful conditions 
forced upon innocent wage earn- 
ers. 

Our Australian troubles are 
very much the same as yours. 

Wishing you the best of good 
luck in your fight. 

The economic conditions here 
have prevented me from publish- 
ing our magazine. 

We hope to start again as soon 
as conditions improve. 

Dr. George E. P. Philpots 
Editor, Health Magazine, 
Melbourne, Australia 











SCARCE MONEY 


Dear Editor: 

Money is scarce amongst us 
farmers over here in this part of 
Canada, and I cannot afford to 
take the paper for as long a time 
as I would wish, therefore find 
$1.00 net, which, of course you 
will realize costs me considerable 
more. So please send, for the 
amount sent you, the paper just 
as long as the $1.00 pays for. I 
sure wish Mr. Baker’s paper and 
his new station in Mexico good 


fortune. 
C. L. Hicock, 
Deloraine, Manitoba, 
Canada 


TAX MORATORIUMS 
Dear Editor: 

Your recent article on tax mora- 
torium strikes the right note. 

I live on a 300 acre farm this 
family bought in 1836—ninety- 
seven years ago—and from that 
day to this there has never been 
a mortgage on it. An inconceiv- 
able amount of grilling hard work, 
sacrifice and self-denial have fill- 
ed these 97 years to maintain this 
old homestead free from debt. 

Seven years ago I was left a 
widow alone here and with falling 
prices and higher taxes it is tough 
sledding, but I’ve kept free from 
debt and had laid up enough in a 
bank to help pay my taxes for a 
while, and now along comes this 
bank moratorium and ties up ev- 
ery cent of it, allegedly to “save” 
two banks. 

I worked honestly, economized— 
lived within my means—saved this 
little for my old age taxes. Who, 
anywhere, will help to ‘“‘save’’ me 
when tax time comes? I’ve done 
my best and this is not fair. Com- 
mon sense would tell any one what 
the farmer needs most is not an 
easier way to get into debt, but 
an honest chance to keep out of 
debt. Then we'd be all right. 





B. J., 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


MILK STRIKES 
Dear Editor: 

The big city papers are as us- 
ual making all sorts of misrepre- 
sentations about the so called 
“milk strikes.” The farmer wants 
to do his duty but he cannot un- 
der present conditions. 

Just for example, I started out 
five years ago this spring, bought 
four horses, $800; thirteen cows, 
$1,950; tools to work farm, $1,500; 
harnesses, $140, making a total in- 
vestment of $4,390. At present 
prices from a good herd of cows 
for the butterfat, $60 to $75 a 
month is all I can get. And this 
is somewhat larger than it would 
be possible to expect if it were not 
that part of this milk is sold by 
the quart at 5 cents and cream 
for 20 cents. This is not the cream 
that tests 18 to 20 per cent butter- 
fat that you have in the city; it 
is 30 per cent butterfat. We are 
paid at Chicago or Milwaukee 
market about 11 cents for it, and 
you pay from 60 to 80 cents for a 
much poorer grade. For butterfat 
we only get 18 cents, and eggs 10 
cents. Now these are facts. Any 
one with a good fair mind cannot 
help but see that the margin be- 
tween you and me is too great. 

If the farmer got 40 cents for 
his butter, $1.60 for milk, $7 for 
hogs, $8 to $10 for beef, I do not 
think he would line his pockets 
with silver or gold. No, they would 
have to spend the added income 
for much needed repairs and back 
bills. It is impossible for any 
farmer that has to put his product 
on the common market to even 
break even today. How do you 
suppose it would seem to any of 
you city brothers to have to work 
from 12 to 16 hours, 365 days a 
year, and see what little you have 
steadily taken away until charity 
is your only hope? 

Farming is one place where a 
person cannot keep his output at 
a given point, for some years his 
yield is high and another law. No 
man can govern this. That is why 
surpluses have to pile up and 
again fall short. 

But now the dairy farmer is not 
making a surplus but is _ fallive 
behind, and at that cannot even 
get a living wage for his work. 

A Farmer, 
Green Bay, Wisc. 
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A BOOSTER 


Dear Editor: 

We sure enjoy your paper and 
do not want to miss it. Hoping 
to hear XENT on the air soon. 

Ben Salwolke, 
Hazel Green, Wisc. 





THE TRUTH 


Dear Editor: 

Enclosed find one dollar for 
my subscription to the Free Press. 
It certainly shows you are anxious 
to get the truth to the people. 

Charies Vranek, 
Muscoda, Wisconsin 





HARD MONEY 


Dear Editor: 

Enclosed find subscription for 
the Free Press. I should have 
paid this long ago, but money is 
hard to get hold of. I don’t want 
to miss a copy. 

A. J. Boltz, 
Mohall, N. D. 


WANTS KTNT 
Dear Editor: 

I think we are taxed enough. 
If the Radio Commission does not 
own the air above my farm, have 
they a right to deny me the right 
to hear KTNT. I want KTNT, 
not chain bunk. Have I the right 
to the air above my farm or does 
the Radio Commission own it. I 
think I do, not the Radio Com- 
mission. 

They had a hot time on the T. 
B. bill yesterday at Des Moines. 
If we could have had XENT on 
the air and informed the public 
as to the rottenness of the law, 
it might have gone different. You 
can not get any where without 
the right kind of publicity and a 
man with courage to put it over. 


Tama, Iowa 








Dear Editor: 

I certainly enjoy reading the 
letters printed in your _ paper, 
and do we want KTNT back on 
the air? I say we do—when Mr. 
Baker bid us all goodbye in his 
last speech over KTNT I closed 
our radio and vowed never to 
open it again, and I kept my 
promise. 

When I read in the Midwest 
Free Press that Mr. Baker would 
talk again soon from Mexico I 
tried to tune in and found out I 
could not get a sound. So got all 
new tubes. Now we are all ready 
to listen in when Mr. Baker comes 
on the air, which will be soon. We 
drove to Muscatine often when 
KTNT was on the air. 

Another place we always went 
while in Muscatine was to Ben’s 
store and to the grocery store 
across from the Free Press and 
did we like Muscatine brown 
bread? I say, we always brought 
home a car full. 

I enjoyed Mrs. C. T. W. letter so 
much and I want her to know I 
too have cans and cans with the 
Baker’s picture on. We always 
bought by the case, and brooms 
by the dozen. All through my 
house I see things every hour in 
the day to remind of Mr. 
Baker and KTNT—Brdoms, radio, 
coffee pots, clock—I, still have 
baking powder and it’s as good as 
when I bought it. My husband 
still has overalls and _ jackets, 
shirts, which he can’t wear out. 
I have paint on my basement 
steps which will never wear off 
and I painted them six years ago. 
Our home on our side is painted 
with Baker paints. We got 
truck chains and tires we never 
wore out. We sold the car and 
the tires were just as good as new 
after using them for a long time. 
How I wish we could drive to Mus- 
catine as we did in years past and 
enjoy the river at KTNT and fill 
the car full of bargains which we 
bought at the different stores 
there. 

I was pleased to see in your 
paper again a list of patients at 
the Baker Hospital for a time we 
did not see any. I was a patient 
at the hospital twice and was 
cured too. 

Wishing Mr. Baker all the good 
luck in the world—also every one 
who is connected with him. 

Mrs. August Reher, 
Camanche, Iowa 





GROSS TAXES 


Dear Editor: 

Again I have had the disgusting 
experience of listening to more of 
the gross income tax bunk that is 
being broadcast by the Wall 
Street chain in behalf of a selfish 
few. 

It is indeed disgusting to have 
to even think that a bunch like 
that will come out before the pub- 
lic and tell the people that it will 
make better times by stimulating 
trade and putting more money in 
circulation when there is no 
money to be circulated. 


There are thousands of people 
in Iowa who remember the time 
when a great money question was 
before the American people, and 
one faction argued for the free 
and unlimited coinage of silver; 
how it made some people jump 
with joy at the thought of going 
out and scooping up all the money 
they could use. They really 
thought the dream would come 
true and that money would al- 
most grow on trees but the good 
judgment of the American peo- 
ple saved the day. 

Now comes the gross income 
tax advocates telling you how 
plentiful money will be if this tax 
bunk is made into a law. They 
tell you farmers that you will pay 
nothing on your real estate until 
you sell something therefrom and 
by telling you this they are mak- 
ing it plain to you just how the 
retired man of wealth can stow 
away his money and pay no tax 
on it thereby keeping his money 
out of circulation in order to save 
the tax he would be compelled to 
pay, and again; supposing the 
manufacturer had no sale for his 
products and has to live on the 
same basis as the farmer. Would 
that put money into circulation? 
Then how about the common la- 
borer would it be an encourage- 
ment to him to work when he 
knew that as soon as his dollar a 
day was earned and paid to him 
that along would come one of the 
hundreds of high salaried tax col- 
lectors and make him hand over 
a part of that dollar when he had 
a family to keep. 

As an example for you farmers 
to consider just let the farmer’s 
wife gather up produce and take 
it to market with thoughts of buy- 
ing a@ new dress and when _ she 
reaches town she finds that she 
has just enough produce to bring 
five dollars in cash, so according- 
ly she goes to the dry goods store 
to get the dress and finds that the 
cheapest dress is five dollars and 
fifty cents, but the good mer- 
chant realizing the circumstances 
tells her that he will lose the fifty 
cents from his own profits in 
order to render an accommoda- 
tion and when the housewife gets 
home she finds the tax collector 
awaiting her and demands. the 
tax on the produce she has sold 
so there she is violating the tax 
law and she must either get the 
money some other way or sell the 
dress at a sacrifice in order to 
pay the tax thereon. 

Again; I will cite you to a case 
where a man owns forty acres of 
land and is paying a tax, sixty-five 
dollars on the forty acres of just 
common land and rents the same 
to a fellow for ninety dollars, but 
the owner of the land is getting a 
salary of about seventeen hundred 
dollars per year and it costs him 
about twelve hundred dollars each 
year to prepare himself in a suit- 
able manner to earn the  seven- 
teen hundred dollars, at five per 
cent it will cost this man $130 for 
taxes and in addition if the so- 
called gross income tax is not 
adeauate there will be some tax 
added to your real estate. 

There is no doubt in my mind 
that these income tax advocates 
own, or have had real estate given 
to them and they want the labor- 
ing class to pay their taxes and 
are trying to hoodwink the rest of 
the farmers who may not have 
their land paid for and I am 
warning you people of all classes 
of labor to fight this unjust tax 
and they can call me foolish and 
anything they may wish to just 
so they don’t say it to my face. 

Isaac Roberts, 
Bonaparte, Iowa 
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AUSTRALIA INVESTIGATES NEW CANCER 
CURES WHILE AMERICAN PHYSICIANS 
CLOSE THEIR EVES TO RESEARCH WORK 











: 
The following news dispatches!internal phases of the disease. 
from the Brisbane Australia tells The Home Secretary, Mr. Han- 
the whole story — it shows how,lon, who arranged the test in 
they are far advanced in many |order to investigate the cfficacy 
things as compared with us—it|of the Roberts methode, said today 
shows that the officials there will!the test would be supervised by 
investizate a cancer cure regard- | eleven acctors, each one being a 
less of the dislikes of the organ-|leadinz medical man of Brisbane 
ized medics—they should do the! who had been closely associated 
same thing-in America and the!with the treatment of cancer for 
world over but it will not be done | some years. The Commissioner 
because the moment a simple can-'of Public Health, Dr. Coffey, 
cer cure is found and investigated | would also particinate. Questioned 
and proven true—the rganized | regarding the length of the test, 
dectors will lose about $82,000,-| Mr. Hanlon said it might take a 
000 yearly in the United States | month, or even six weeks, but no 
alone because their expensive; time limit had been set. 
services for operations, radium! Brisbane, Friday—A test of Mr. 
and X-ray will cease. Mr.;G. A. Roberts’ cancer cure will be 
Baker announces that he will;made aimost immediately. After 
watch this test carefully the same|two conferences with Roberts and 
as he did the Baker Cancer for-|the doctors who will supervise the 
mulas which have cured so many |test, the House Secretary today 
at the Baker Hospital in Musca-|completed details in regard to it. 
tine, and if it is good, he will get | Patients will be treated at the in- 
some so it will be available with |fectious Diseases Hospital, Wattle- 
Dr. Petter of the Baker Hospital|brae. Under this arrangement no 
in connection with the famous|cne outside officers of the Home 
reatments they already use. The! department would have anything 
articles in full follow: to do with the hospital. Roberts 
Brisbane, Tuesday—The test of would treat patients in his own 
the cancer cure submitted by Mr.| way, and the medical committee 
G. A. Roberts, of the Roberts Can-| would act as observers. Mr. Han- 
cer Clinic Proprietary Limited,}jon stated that the test was be- 
will be commenced tomorrow at}. Are Een 
Wattlebrae Hospital. Six patients|'" ™ade in the public interest, 
will be treated, half for external|@0d not on behalf of any indi- 
cancer and an equal number for vidual] 

















Kansas City Children Die After Serum 
Injections Result In Blood Poisoning 


KANSAS CIT Y—Two children are dead here from a viru- 
lent attack of blood poisoning, said by their physician to have 
been injroduced into their systems by injections of measies serum 
which had been contaminated. 


They are Edward Tilgham Connell, 2-year-old son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph J. Connell, and Rosalie Thornton Gill, 26- 
month-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. Fairchild Gill. Her sis- 
ter, Carolyn Mayo Gill, 5, is in serious condition at a hospital. 

The children were treated by Dr. Frank C. Neff, the serum 
being used as a preventive after they had been exposed to 
measles. 


The physician said today tests showed that the serum, ob- 
tained from a hospital here, was contaminated. He said the 
serum is prepared from the blood of recovering patients and is 
not manufactured commercially. 


Edward died yesterday two days after 
Rosalie died last Thursday. 


his innoculation. 











SNORING 

A good remedy, in many in- | 
stances most effective, for reliev- | 
ing adjacent sleepers of the dis- 
cordant snoring of a fellow lodger 
is to induce the nightingale to! 
place a small quantity of olive oil | 
in each nostril before retiring. | 
This prevents drying out of the | 
nose. This drying automatically | 
opens the mouth of the nocturnal | 
songster which permits Caruso | 
notes, mixed with jack-ass bray- 
ings to issue forth. It is claimed 
that the olive oil treatment is as} 
effective as a sledge hammer or a| 
rolling-pin. —- Nature’s Path. 


WHY BE SICK? 
WHY GROW OLD? 





Old age is disease. Disease is 
degeneration. Prevent degen- 
eration-and you prevent dis- 
ease. Our magazine explains 
the most startling of Nature’s 
strange secrets. 


FREE copy on request 


HOW TO LIVE PUBLISHING 
COMPANY 


Hugo, Oklahoma, U. S. A. 





Close to’50 per cent of the mo- | 
tor vehicles in China are owned in 
or near Shanghai. 


TTT ii conc Mc coc 


* Where High Prices 
Are Always Low! 


In the Classified columns! Get into the 
habit of reading the Classified Ads every | 
week—you’ll have a catalog of bargains! 
Mcney may be saved on many items—auto 
| 
| 




















parts, land, furniture, used cars, etc., or 
if you have something to be traded—a 
Classified Ad is the answer. Read and ad- 
vertise in the 


The CLASSIFIED Columns 


PAT 


Of The MIDWEST FREE PRESS 
Phone 2900 








HIM 





ois 














INDICT PHYSICIAN 
AFTER TESTIMERY 


Well Known Surgeon Said 
To Have Been Involved 


In War Risk Suit 





CHICAGO — Dr. Orlando F. 
Scott, widely known physician and 
surgeon who has testified in 
scores of court cases, was named 
last Friday in two indictments re- 
turned by the federal crand jury, 
charging him with perjury. 

In the first, returned 
Federal Judge Charles E. 
ward, Dr. Scott was named with 
Richord Birdwell, colored, an ex- 
service man, involved in a suit for 
°5,000 war risk insurance with Dr. 
Seott as expert witness. 


before 


Dr. Scott had testified that 
Birdwell was unable to perform 
his work as a porter, and pro- 


duced X-ray plates purporting to 
how a tubercular condition. 
Birdwell’s claim was subsequent- 
ly thrown out of court by Judge 
Parnes. 

Bonds Set at $5,000 

The second indictment was 
based on similar testimony said 
to have been given by Dr. Scott in 
the case of George Green, on De- 
cember 23 of 1930. That claim, 
teo, was Gisallowed. ; 

Bonds were set at $2,500 in each 
case. The maximum penalty is a 
$2,000 fine and 5 years in the pen- 
itentiary on both charees. 





Spread Truth! Pass This Paper On 





Wood- | 














COUGH SYRUP 

A home made, harmless but ef- 
fective cough syrup is made by 
Mlacing six cut-up white onions 
in a double boiler. Put no water 
n these vegetables. Add 
cup of pure strained honey. Cook 
he poticn slowly over a low fire 
for two hours and strain. 

This mixture will stop coughing 
cen at regular intervals—the 
snions act as a bowel cleanser and 
he honey aids in building up 
blood stream. Keep the mixture 
warm — it is more effective if 
slightly heated. It will relieve 
that irritation which induces 
coughing.—Nature’s Path 


, 
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MOUTH WASH 

Forget the highly publicized 
mouth washes and make one at 
home—one that is healthful an 
really effective. Squeeze a lemon 
in a small water glass and add the 
same amount of distilled water. 
Brush the teeth with the liquid 
and gargle your throat with it. 
The result will be healthier gums, 
an absence of colds, a more vigor- 
our circulation and an improved 
digestion. 





BAD BREATH 
After you have eaten garlic or 


;Onicns you can free your breath 
| of the odors by Fletcherizing— 
chewing 


vigorously — a small 
amount of fresh, uncooked pars- 
ley. And do not be afraid to swal- 


a half} 


the | 


low 
you are through chewing—parsley 
helps the kidneys and I have yet 
to hear of a pair of human kid- 
|neys that did not need helping. A 
bad breath has formed the basis 
|of thousands of lines of advertis- 
ing matter—its technical name is 
now a household word—but pars- 
|ley alone is the safe, satisfactory 
|remedy to be used in an emerg- 
|ency.—Nature’s Path. 








FIGS 

| There have been made _ great 
|}advances in the preparation of 
}certain brands of Smyrna figs for 
| the American market. The fruit 
is gathered in sanitary containers, 
|are thereafter subjected to an in- 
lert gas to kill all insects, are 
|placed before powerful air blow- 
|ers to carry away all dust and for- 
;eign matter and are packed in 
sealed tins for transit. Each step 
in this process is rigidly supervised 
by intelligent overseers and the 
result is a healthful, clean Natural 
sweet of exceptional food value. 
To my mind this is one of the 
greatest advances made in pro- 
tecting the public which can now, 
with perfect safety, buy Smyrna 
figs—noted for their thin skins— 
and use them as received without 
the necessity of washing out the 
straw, the dust and goat hairs. I 
welcome such an innovation. Figs, 
rightfully, have a prominent place 
in the diet of a thinking man.— 
Nature’s Path. 
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HEMORRHOIDS (Piles) 
VARICOSE VEINS 


Treated Without X-Ray 
Radium Or Operations 


“SAY VOU SAW fT 'N THF REF °RESS* 


Muscatine Iowa. 











To protect patients and public from “quack” statements we 
invite investigation to prove that the methods used at our hos- 
pital in the treatment of cancer, hemorrhoids, varicose veins, 
kidney bladder, prostate glands, fistula, asthma, gall bladder, 
and rheumatism have proved successful without operations, 
radium or X-ray. Facts, data and records have been carefully 
compiled in an interesting booklet. Send for it. 


FAMOUS BAKER CANCER 
FORMULA AND TREATMENT 


EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT TREATMENTS 


GLASSES SCIENTIFICALLY FITTED. We can duplicate 


your broken lenses at reasonable cost. 


BAKER HOSPITAL 


| 
W. W. POTTER, M.D. Lessee 


Bring them in. 
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(Continued from page nine) 


chinery of the American political system 
going, to subscribe to or to wink at things 
which no truly unhampered man of char- 
acter could have countenanced privately. 
Even Abraham Lincoln, national hero that 
he is, was afflicted by this necessity. 

Had he realized in 1864, when he was 
standing for re-election to the presidency, 
the situation into which the combined 
power of the two great political parties, 
and the blindness, dishonesty and stu- 
pidity of their leaders, would allow his 
nation to drift, it is hard to believe he 
would not have regretted the devotion of 
his energies to promoting that develop- 
ment. He did not foresee a time when 
nearly one-fourth of his country’s inhabi- 
tants would not be able to earn a living 
because there was no work for them to do. 


Gettysburg and the Draft 


In November, 1863, above the circle of 
graves of the thousands who died at 
Gettysburg, Lincoln delivered an address 
which might perfectly well have been de- 
livered by Washington at the close of the 
war of 1776—1783. “It is rather for us 
to be here dedicated to the great task re- 
maining before us—that from these hon- 
ored dead we take increased devotion to 
the cause for which they gave the last 
full measure of devotion—that we here 
highly resolve that those dead shall not 
have died in vain. . .” Lincoln probably 





WAS LINCOLN A REVOLUTIONIST? 





felt the cause was more than merely the 
preservation of the Union. He was a per- 
fectly intuitive human being. But he 
could not fully realize that in his world 
had arisen things which, even under the 
proud cloak of a defended Union, might 
make life very difficult for the subjects of 
that Union. 
Draft Riots 

The battle of Gettysburg, whose casual- 
ties were here being mourned by Abraham 
Lincoln, took place only a week before the 
inauguration of a new system of gathering 
men for the Union armies—the draft. It 
is significant that the operation of the 
draft was made to draw most heavily up- 
on those Americans who were least able to 
bear absence from their families, the labor- 
ers and mechanics of the great cities, the 
miners and workers of the more open in- 
dustrial regions. That on July 11, 1863, 
the laborers and mechanics of New York 
City rose up into open rebellion on learn- 
ing of the operation of the draft must 
have been a sad blow to Mr. Lincoln, who 
believed that he was waging war on behalf 
of the common man. New York City was 
for more than a week in the hands of the 
rebellious draftees; there was bloodshed, 
serious fighting behind street barricades, 
resulting in nearly a thousand casualties 
and property damage of a million and a 
half dollars. This was so sore a blow to 
the President that he never made any 
comment on it, either in public, so far as 





is known, or in private, other than to sanc- 
tion, if he did not order himself, the sus- 
pension of the draft in New York and 
Brooklyn. 

It probably was not easy for Lincoln to 


forget New York’s fearful summer of 1863 
when he stood on the platform at Gettys- 
burg in the same November. But it could 
hot have been possible for him to know 
what dire results seventy more years of 
governmental imbecility were to have. The 
industrial revolution in the United States 
had not often produced such scenes as 
England had to witness. Among us it was 
measured rather by the romantic power of 
locomotives, the production of many in- 
struments of apparent comfort, and by 
the sense of grandeur inspired in many a 
mechanic’s heart by.the keenness of his 
trade. The change from an almost pure- 
ly agricultural nation, which had been 
the home of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence, to the industrial nation 
of the Twentieth Century, had not, in 
Lincoln’s day, assumed any considerable 
proportions, nor had it presented its more 
serious problems. The Springfield lawyer, 
turned politician, had not come to regard 
as dangerous the concentration of wealth 
in the hands of the few. For what he 
knew of wealth was that it produced 
canals, railroads, materials with which to 
open up the richness and freedom of a 
vast country, the property (on paper at 
least) of his fellow countrymen. 





An Example for Today 

It is not only difficult, but also idle, to 
speculate on the probable attitude of Lin- 
coln were he alive today. He was a hard 
and fast party man, and he might easily 
today have winked at the inconsistencies 
and inhumanities of his party as he did 
in the 1850’s. On the other hand, it is 
difficult to believe that he could have 
gone through the past three years, could 
have looked at the state of the nation on 
his birthday in 1933, without something 
stronger than mere misgiving. 

With no need to worry about saving the 
Union, it is not impossible that he would 
have urged his party toward the saving of 
the subjects of the Union—the millions of 
suffering people who are so bewildered 
that they are unaware who or what is 
leading them and whither they are being 
led. 

It would be something more than stimu- 
lating to read in the morning papers, 
sandwiched in between the ravings of a 
Huey Long and the pompous nonsense of 
a Borah, the remarks of some gentleman 
from Illinois, aimed with bitterness and 
fury at the heads of the administration. 
“Any people anywhere being inclined and 
having the power have the right to rise 
up and shake off the existing government, 
and form a new one that suits them better. 
This is a most valuable, a most sacred 
right—a right which we hope and believe 
is to liberate the world... .” 





STARVATION WAGE PAID TO WORKERS 
BY EMPLOYERS USING CHARITY HELP 
TO REDUCE PAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN 





NEW YORK—Ruthless employ- 
ers are driving wages down to 
starvation standards and rely on 
charity relief to pay the difference 
between ther garbage-can rates 
and what it costs to keep alive, ac- 
cording to a statement by the 
Consumers League of New York. 

The League derived its informa- 
tion from the examination of em- 
ployers’ applications for workers 
filed with the State Employment 
Service and with such private ex- 
changes as the Young’ Women’s 
Christian Association and the 
Girls’ Service League. 

Corroborative evidence was 
found in the social service case 
records of a number of hospitals. 
The report was made by Helene 
P. Gans. 

$10.34 For Full Week 

“In the richest city in the 
world women are being paid 12% 
cents for making a dress, while 
the ‘finisher’ of that dress gets 
3 cents, or 15% cents for the la- 
bor on the completed dress.” the 
report said. “The average wage 
offered for a full week of 49% 
hours to 769 experienced women 
workers in the industrial field 
from July, 1932, to December was 
$10.34.” 

$5.50 for Sixty Hours 

The earnings of piece workers, 
according to the report, are even 
lower than the weekly average 
of $10.34. In one case a woman 
received 21 cents for putting lin- 
ings in seventy-two pairs of slip- 
pers. In order to earn $1.05 a 
day, it was said, she had to handle 
720 pairs of slippers in nine 
hours, or one every forty-five sec- 
onds. 

“One finisher on dresses, sup- 
porting her two children and her 
jobless husband, gets paid 4 cents 
a dress,” the report continued. 
“She averages between $5.50 and 
$5.60 for a sixty-hour week. And 
the usual pay for finishers today 
is 3 cents a dress. 

“A typical case is that of an ex- 
pert needlewoman in a piece-work 
job who suffered a physical break- 
down; her average weekly earn- 
ings were less than $4 for a forty- 
eight-hour week. With ‘the help 
of the hospital social service de- 
partment she was sent to a sana- 
torium for a two months’ rest.” 

Clerical Workers $11.39 

Turning to clerical workers, the 
report declared that the average 
weekly wage of 141 women em- 
ployed in offices was found to be 
$11.39, but there were many in- 








stances of wages below the aver- 
age. A dentist offered $10 for an 
assistant to work six days a week, 
answer the telephone, receive pa- 
tients, assist at the chair, steril- 
ize instruments, type bills and 
dust. 5 

A lawyer was on record at sev- 
eral agencies who asked for an 
expert typist with a knowledge of 
German for $8 a week. Another 
had reduced his secretary, a col- 
lege graduate who does_ court 
stenography, to $6 a week. 

Junior Workers Paid $7.84 

“The junior workers, 17 to 21, 
many of them the sole support of 
the family, are having a_ really 
desperate struggle,’’ according to 
the report. “The average wage 
offered from May to December, 
1932, to 331 girls was $7.84, with 
the rate dropping steadily.” 

Minimum Wage Law 

To remedy the deplorable situ- 
ation revealed by the report the 
Consumers League recommended 
mandatory minimum wage legis- 
lation. “At this time,” the report 
said, “the employer who wants to 
pay his workers a living wage is 
helpless; he must produce as 
cheaply as possible because his 
competitor will undercut him by 
paying lower wages. 

“The worker furnishes a_ large 
percentage of the purchasing 
power of the Nation, and this is 
lessened as wages come down; so 
that even if the manufacturer is 
able to produce at low cost there 
are relatively few who can pay. A 
legal minimum wage guarantees 
him a market as well as protection 
against his wage-cutting competi- 
tor.” 


5,000 Washington 
School Children 


Undernourizhed 


WASHINGTON—The House of 
Representatives Committee on the 
District of Columbia reported 
favorably the bill sponsored by 
Representative McLeod of Michi- 
gan appropriating $40,000 for hot 
lunches for undernourished school 
children in the nation’s capital. 

Representative McLeod declared 
there are 5,000 school children in 
Washington who are undernour- 
ished and on starvation rations. 
The $40,000 fund would be ad- 
ministered by the Board of Edu- 
cation. 

















“SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE FREE PRESS” 


Midwest Citizens Request Station 
KTNi Be Restored To Broadcasting 


Business men and other citizens of Muscatine County who believed the closing of 
Radio Station KTNT, Muscatine, caused them to suffer losses of business, recently began 
circulation of a petition asking that KTNT be restored to the air. Comparing the large 
crowds attracted to Muscatine when the station was operating with the present slow bus- 
iness in the city, they advised all former listeners in the midwest to sign the petition. A 
copy of the petition is below. Room for additional names can be made by clipping or past- 
ing a blank sheet of paper to the bottom of the petition. If you care to hear again the 
interesting programs of KTNT, mail this copy of the petition to the Midwest Free Press, 
Muscatine, Iowa, after signing your own name and obtaining the signatures of your friends. 


A PETITION 


TO THE FEDERAL RADIO COMMISSION: 


Whereas the Federal Radio Commission did on the 12th day of June, 1931, refuse to renew the 
license of Radio Station KTNT, located at Muscatine, Iowa, which station had theretofore operated on 
1176 kilocycles with 5000 watts power on daytime schedule, and 


Whereas Radio Station KTNT was one of the pioneer stations having commenced broadcasting in 
December, 1925, and continuously served the public with programs of interest, convenience and necess- 
ity from its opening until closed by order of the Federal Radio Commission, and which programs were 
of especial interest, convenience and necessity to the farmer, laborer and common people and of great 
benefit and value to private business throughout the Middle-West, and 


Whereas the people of the Mid-West section of the United States on many occasions during op- 
eration of Radio Station KTNT emphasized their confidence in its management, policies and opera- 
tion by mass meetings, letters and other support, and 


Whereas the subjects discussed over Radio Station KTNT were always in the interest of the farmer, 
laborer and common people of the United States, and 


Whereas Radio Station KTNT was recognized by its listeners as one of the strongest stations in the 
United States free from the control of the chain systems, and influence of the Public Utility corpora- 
tions and the great financial interests, and 


Whereas merchants, private business interests and the public generally throughout the Middle- 
West condemn the action of the Federal Radio Commission, in regard to Radio Station KTNT as a great 
injustice to them and an unwarranted assertion of authority because said merchants, private business 
interests and the public realize and appreciate the great good accomplished by the management and 
ownership of said radio station in exposing much of the trickery, oppression and manipulation practiced 
ne Pg hy oe oe and great financial interests to the detriment of the people in general and the 
public at large, an 


j Whereas the closing of Radio Station KTNT has proved a great and irreparable loss, damage and 
injury to the merchants, private business interests, farmers, laborers and common people of the Middle- 
West, the State of Iowa and more especially to the City of Muscatine, Iowa, 


NOW THEREFORE, We the undersigned citizens of the United States, residing in the State of 
Iowa, hereby petition the Federal Radio Commission to grant a license to Radio Station KTNT for op- 
eration from 6:00 o’clock A.M. until midnight upon its regular 5000 watts of power and former wave 
length of 1170 kilocycles. 


NAME STREET ADDRESS AND CITY 
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(Please Mail Petitions To Midwest Free Press, Muscatine, Iowa) 
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RICH MAN'S HELL 
~ TOLD IN SERMON 


Parable Explained Fully 
By Judge Rutherford 


In His Sermon 








By J. F. RUTHERFORD 
Reprinted By Request 

Justice is the foundation of 
God’s throne. Any doctrine, 
therefore, that violates justice 
and casts reproach upon God’s 
name should be carefully scrutin- 
ized before heed is given to it. The 
doctrine of eternal torment does 
violate justice and reproaches 
God’s name. The clergy have 
relied upon the scripture concern- 
ing the rich man in hell and the 
poor man in Abraham’s bosom 
to prove the doctrine of 
eternal torment. That scripture 
is a parable and does not 
teach eternal torment of the 
wicked. The scripture is found 
in Luk 16:19-31 and should be 
read. I quote verses 19-23 as fol- 
lows: “There was a certain rich 
man, which was clothed in purple 
and fine linen, and fared sumptu- 


ple and fine linen were symbols 
of royalty and favor enjoyed from 
God. 


Israelites were called Gentiles and 
were outside of God’s favor, 
are therefore pictured by Jesus 
under the symbol of the pauper. 
In the parable the poor man Laz- 
arus pictures all these 
The Israelites frequently referred 
to the Gentiles as dogs, for the 
purpose of showing their lack of 
God’s favor. 
Jew, and of him it is written, 
John 1:11: 
own, and his own received him 
not:” 


that led the revolt against Jesus. 
Therefore the parable is a pro- 
phetic statement of Jesus that the 
day was not far distant when the 
rich man, to wit, the nation of 
Israel, should lose the favor of 
God; and the poor Gentile na- 
tions would receive that favor 


of Isaac God used Abraham to 
represent Him, and in this para- 
ble Abraham pictures God; 
his bosom represents God’s favor 
which would come to the Gentiles 
when the Israelites were cast 
away. 


All other nations aside from the 


and 


nations. 


Jesus was born a 
in 


“He came unto his 


It was the Pharisaical clergy 


God’s Warning 
On the occasion of the sacrifice 


and 


With these facts before 


you picture in mind Jesus speak- 


A. D. 73 they have suffered con- 
tinuously. 
Rich Man and Pauper 

In the parable Jesus spea't: .of 
the great guif between the rich 
man and the pauper. What could 
that. gulf represent? The Israel- 
ites looked for the coming -f a 
mighty ruler that would rule the 
whole earth. When Jesus came 
to them and ofiered himself as 
their King, the ecler~y rejected 
him and influenced the nation to 
do likewise. The Gentiles that 
have followed Christ have acc:pt- 
ed him as God’s anointed King 
who shall rule the world in right- 
eousness. The Israelites, the 
parable shows, would refuse to 
accept Christ, and the Gentiles 
would not become Jews; therefore 
this caused a great gulf or divid- 
ing space between them. Jesus 
was there telling the Israelites in 
symbol substantially this: ‘The 
fact that you have rejected God’s 
provision for you, and the fact 
that God’s favor has turned to 
the Gentiles, makes a great gulf 
between you.’ 

At the time Jesus spoke this 
parable the nation of Israel was 
divided, part being under the tribe 
of Judah, and the other under 
the tribe of Ephraim. Many of 
their brethren were still in Baby- 
lon. The parable applies specifi- 
cally to those in Palestine, and the 





message of God to the Israelites, 
because the I-raelites had Moses 
and the prophets, and these they 
had rejected; and they would not 
believe what God had to say to 
them, even though one came from 
the “dead” Gentile nations. The 
facts show that the prophecy of 
Jesus in this respect has been ex- 
actly fulfilled. The leaders of 
Israel have rejected Moses and 
the prophets who wrote concern- 
int Jesus Christ as the King, and 
they have not heard the message 
concerning Christ Jesus as this 
has b2en presented to them by the 
Gentiles. 


This parable never had any 
reference whatscever to the pun- 
ishment of the wicked. Long ago 


:Satan seized upon it to reproach 
|God and to turn men away from 


him. The clergy have used this 
parable to frighten many people, 
specially the ignorant, and there- 
by induce them to- join their 
church organizations. At the 
same time they have reproached 
Christ and God’s great name by 
thus falsely applying this scripture 
and have thereby caused millions 
of honest men to reject God and 
the Bible. Many men have rea- 
soned like this: If God is such as 
described by the clergy , and this 
picture of the rich man and the 
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BROWN’S DAIRY — Guaranteed 
fresh, pure milk and cream deliv- 
ered daily. Phone 1943-4. 





CREAM WANTED—Highest cash 
prices. Jersey Cream Line Dairy, 
Cor. 5th and Mulberry. Muscatine, 
Iowa. Phone 737 





USED MACHINES—1McCormick- 
Deering 10-20 Tractor, 1 Mc- 
Cormick Big 6 Mower. 1 Endgate 
Lime Spreader Muscatine im- 
plement Co 





FOUND—Pair of ladies gloves at 
Hershey State Bank Depositors’ 
meeting in Midwest Free Press 
Building last Saturday. Owner 
may have same by applying at 
Free Press. 


SCARIFIED Sweet Clover $1.80 
bu., Alfalfa $7.80. Free from nox- 
ious weeds. Shipped C.O.D. sub- 
ject inspection. Write for samples 
and prepaid proposition. Quick 


ously every day; and there was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus, 
which was laid at his gate, full of 
sores, and desiring to be fed the 
crumbs which fell from the rich 
man’s table; moreover the dogs 
came and licked his sores. And it 
came to pass, that the beggar 
died, and was carried by the 
angels. into Abraham’s bosom: the 
rich man also died, and was 
buried; and in hell he lift up his 
eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his boson.” 

A parable is a statement in sym- 
bolical language, the purpose of 
which is to teach a lesson by way 
of illustration. The clergymen 
insist that this scripture is not a 
parable but is a literal statement 
of fact. To apply the scripture 
literally makes it absurd, as you 
will now see. The record is that 
one man was rich, wore good 
clothes, and had plenty to eat, 
and he died and went to hell. No 
other thing appears in the record 
against him. To be rich is surely 
no cause for being eternally tor- 
mented. Let a rich man die in 
the world and you could not get a| Israel have since been in torment 
clergyman to appear at his funeral ; because of the great amount of 
and say that this man has gone|injustice heaped upon them by 
to hell because he was rich, wore|other nations and peoples. The 
good clothes and had plenty to} facts, therefore, exactly fit the 
eat. parable concerning the rich man’s 

The other man was a pauper} eing in torment. 
clothed in rags, covered with sores, Favor of God 
and lay at the rich man’s. gate The Gentile nations pictured by 
begging. He died and was car-|the pauper then came into the! 
ried away by the angels into Abra-|favor of God. That passing is 
ham’s bosom; and the clergy say; represented by th edeath of the 
that means that he was taken by| Pauper, because his condition as 
the angels to heaven. Surely no|@ pauper ceased to exist. With 
one could reasonably believe that | Cornelius the Gentiles began to 
God takes men to heaven merely; receive God’s favor, and the fol- 
because they are poor and cover-|lowers of Christ since have 
ed with sores and lie at someone’s}been chiefly from amongst 
gate to beg. If that were the rule,|the Gentiles. This was clear- 
then very few who claim that they|ly foretold in the parable by 
are going to heaven would ever|the pauper’s being carried to Ab- 
get there. You seldom see ajraham’s bosom, meaning God’s | 
clergyman in the miserable con-|favor. Acts 13:46 is a proof text | 
dition of the pauper. of this change, wherein it is writ- 

Hell of Torment? ten: 


ing to the Pharisees. He had told 
them that because of their un- 
faithfulness the kingdom of God 
would be taken away from them 


and given to a people that would 
honor his word and name. He 
spoke this prophecy in symbolic 
language concerning the rich man 
and the pauper, that there might 
forever stand a record of God’s 
warning to the clergy of that day. 
A prophecy can be understood by 
any person after it is fulfilled or 
in course of fulfilment. When 
the physical facts appear which 
fulfil the prophecy, you may know 
that such constitute the fulfil- 
ment thereof. The facts fulfilling 
the parable are these: 

Shortly after Jesus thus spoke 
he was put to death. A few years 
thereafter the nation of Israel 
was completely destroyed, but the 
people thereof were scattered 
amongst other nations of the 
earth. The rich man, that is to 
say, the nation of Israel, thus died 
and went to hell, which means: 
oblivion or condition of nonexis- 
tence, as a nation. The people of 


words concerning the five brethren ' pauper is from him, as the clergy 
evidentiy were introduced by the | tell us, he could not be a just and 
Lord to show that all the tribes! loving God, and we will not serve 
of Israel would lose the favor of him. 
God. The words of the parsble! 

then show that it would bs uselcs- | e 
for the Gentiles to bring the S-reed Truth! Pass This Paper On 


delivery guaranteed. Grimm Al- 
falfa Assn., Fargo, N. D. 500 co- 
operating growers. 








Spread Truth! Pass This Paper On 








The scripture further states; “It was necessary that the word — - 
that the rich man died and after-|of God should first have been PRIN AH nan yi nl 
wards lifted up his eyes. Who-'spoken to you. (Israelites), but J uU ¥ U ¥ ii vi F - 


ever saw a dead man lift up his | seeing ye put it (away) from you, 
eyes? The scripture tells ofsthe|and judge yourselves unworthy of 
rich man’s being in torment and | everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 
crying out for the poor man_ to}; Gentiles.” | 
come to him with one drop of} The parable pictures the rich 
water and cool his tongue. If the|man as the nation of Israel crying 
rich man were in a hell of tor-|to Abraham to send Lazarus to 
ment, and it were as hot as the| bring him the drop of water. The 
clergymen claim, then it would be| facts are that for many centuries 
impossible for the other man toj;the Israelites have begged and 
get within a hundred yards. of!prayed that God would send them 
him with even a bucket of water,|some relief through the Gentile 
much less a drop. The literal|nations of the earth. By this 
interpretation of this scripture| parable Jesus was foretelling to 
text is shocking to reason and|the Pharisees exactly this condi- 
justice and is worse than absurd.|tion. The drop of water in the 

When we get the proper setting | parable pictures the small meas- 
of the text it is easy to be seenj|ure of truth that would help re- 
that it is a parable, and what it} fresh the Israelites in their dis- 
means. Jesus spoke these words to}tress. Jesus foretold that this 
the Pharisees who were the clergy | prayer of the Israelites would be 
of that day. They were the lead-| answered in this manner: ‘When 
ers in Israel. Israel was the only! you were in God’s favor you had 
nation with which God ever made} all the good things and every op- 
a covenant, and to that people he | portunity to be the peculiar treas- 
said, in Exodus 19:5, 6: “Now/]ure of God; and these you reject- 
therefore, if ye will obey my voice|ed. The Gentiles had nothing, 
indeed, and keep my covenant,!but were in great want and dis- 


then ye shall be a peculiar treas-| tress. Now the favor of God is ALSO TUNE IN EVERY SUNDAY MORNING 9:30 to 10:00 o’clock 


ure unto me above all people; for} turned to the Gentiles, and they over WOC, DAVENPORT and WHO, DES MOINES. | 
all the.earth is mine. And ye shall} have comfort and you must suf- 


“When the peoples of the nations of the earth are confronted with a con- 
dition that threatens their very existence, it is time for calm and sober 
thought that, if possible, the cause may be ascertained and that the true 
remedy may be embraced. To refuse to consider or publicly discuss such 
unhappy conditions for fear of provoking controversy, is worse than 


folly. 


“The truth is not controversial with those who are honest. Truth reveals 
what the people need to know. 


“The nations of the earth are now in sore need of the truth. The radio 
is one of the ways Jehovah God has provided to get the truth to the peo- 
ple, and every radio station on earth should be diligent to broadcast the 
truth to the people in this very serious time in the affairs of men.” 


TUNE IN EVERY SUNDAY EVENING, WOC, DAVENPORT, WHO, 
DES MOINES AT 5:30 to 5:45 AND HEAR JUDGE RUTHERFORD. 


eo hee ease 9 Fag case ade onenie T the ss “Know the truth and the Lord will make you free’—John 8:32. 
tion of Israel, therefore, Jesus|hecv. The Israelites long had 
pictured in this parable as_ the|the favor of God to the exclusion 
rich man. His garments of pur- of all others, but from and after 
“SAY YOU SAW [IT IN THE FREE PRESS” 
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FREE TEXTBOOKS FOR IOWA CHILDREN 
BEFORE IOWA GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 
BILL OFFERED BY SENATOR HOPKINS 


Although discouraged by repre- 
sentatives of the school book 
trust, Iowa educators and other 
citizens interested in schools are 
maintaining their fight to bring 
free textbooks into every Iowa 
School. They also seek to correct 
the growing evil whereby  text- 
books are changed frequently to 
the cost of parents — some of 
whom can ill afford to be buying 
new books for their -children. 

New Bill 

State Senator George’ M. Hop- 
kins of Guthrie Center, represent- 
ing Audubon, Guthrie and Dallas 
counties in the state Senate has 
introduced.a bill providing for 
free textbooks over the state. 
Writing to the editor of the Mid- 
west Free Press, Senator Hopkins 
states: 

“Mr. J. R. Connor, Jr., 
“Muscatine, Iowa 
“Dear Sir: 

“I am much pleased to note 
your interest in my bill relating to 
free text books. That will give 
the school boards the option of 
either renting or furnishing tex 
books. I am sure it would save 
the people of Iowa one-half the 
cost in school books. In _ great 
Iowa it is pitiful to see the neglect 
in the matter of furnishing books. 
It is still a common sight to no- 
tice two in a seat in order that 
Johnny may get his lesson. 

“T lived in one state that had 
free text books and the cost is 
very nominal. In country district 
the average cost per pupil was 
about 75c. In the town districts 
the cost was about $1.25 to $1.50 
per pupil. The purpose of the 
loan feature in the bill is to over- 
come the objections for free text 
books. It is also claimed that 
when the books are loaned that it 
makes it much easier for the 
teachers to demand careful care 
‘of the books. Another feature in 
this bill would permit a school 
board to commence by selecting 
one or two texts. This feature 
would head off the extravagant 
expenditures in this time of de- 
pression. 

“There are 20 states that have 
free text books and the amount of 
expenditures for schools in these 
states is no more per child per 
month than in Iowa. However, 
it is to be remembered that Iowa 
already has free text books in 
more than 30 per cent of the 
schools. It seems just as sensi- 
ble to furnish books as it is to 
furnish desks.” 

Write Representatives 

Those favoring the free text- 
book plan should write to their 
representatives in the Iowa Gen- 
eral Assembly suggesting support 
fo rthe bill, and also to Senator 
Hopkins and this newspaper. A 
United States public front is the 
best method to achieve this need- 
ed reform. Senator Hopkins is 
chairman of the claims commit- 
tee of the senate is also a member 
of the appropriations, enrolled 
bills, fish and game, insurance, 
mines’ and mining and_ public 
school committees. 

Senator Hopkins’ bill known as 
Senate file No. 335 follows: 

An Act to amend sections forty- 
four hundred forty-six (4446), 
forty- four hundred forty-seven 
(4447), code 1931; and to repeal 
sections forty-four hundred sixty- 
four (4464), forty-four hundred 
sixty-five (4465), and forty-four 
hundred sixty-seven (4467), code 
1931, all relating to textbooks and 
to provide for the free loan, rent- 
al, or sale of textbooks to the pu- 
pils of the district. 

Be It Enacted by the General 
Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section forty-four 
hundred forty-six (4446), code 
1931, is amended as follows: 

1. Insert immediately after the 
word “corporation” in line three 
(3) the following: 

“subject to the provisions of 
law relating to county uniformity 
of textbooks,’’. 

2. Insert immediately after the 
comma (,) in line eleven (11) the 
following: 

“or to loan said textbooks to the 
pupils of the district at such rea- 
sonable fee as the board shall de- 
termine upon,” | 

3. Change the period (.) in line 
twelve (12) to a comma (,) and 
add the following: 

“or the board may loan said 
textbooks free to the pupils of the 





district.” 

Sec. 2. Section forty-four hun- 
dred forty-seven (4447), code 
1931, is amended as follows: 

Insert immediately following 
the first comma (,) in line five 
(5) the following: 

“rental or free loan to _ the 
pupils of the district,” 

Sec. 3. Nothing in this act 
shall be construed as affecting or 
impairing the validity of existing 
textbook contracts. 

Sec. 4. When a board decides 
to establish a system of free text- 
books or a system of textbook 
rental it is hereby authorized and 
empowered to decide which grades 
shall be included first and when 
each of the remaining grades shall 
be included and to make all need- 
ful rules and regulations not in 
conflict. with law necessary prop- 
erly to carry out the purposes of 
this act. ' 

Sec. 5. Sections forty-four 
hundred sixty-four (4464), forty- 
four hundred sixty-five (4465), 
and forty-four hundred sixty- 


t! seven (4467), code 1931, are here- 


by repealed. 
Prices Too High 

With frce textbooks in 30 per 
cent of Iowa schools at no appre- 
ciable increase in taxes, there is 
no reason that Muscatine and 
other school children’s parents 
should have to pay for the books. 
Under the present system of 
changing books, parents with 
more than one child are also 
barred from using the books of 
an older child for younger chil- 
dren in later years. The school 
books are also higher in _ price 
than they should be. 

A “Racket” 


At present a pupil in the lower 
grades of Muscatine schools must 
pay from three to four dollars for 
textbooks. Discussing the school 
book selling “racket” the publica- 
tion “Labor” recently stated: 

“In most, if not all, states of 
the Union, a combination of pub- 
lishers dictates the textbooks used 
in public schools. This so-called 
“School Book Trust’ charges high 
prices, and that it may continue 
to charge them, is_ constantly 
spending large sums to control 
school board elections and to put 
its friends in key positions in our 
educational system. 

“One of the Trust’s favorite 
“rackets” is to change textbooks 
at frequent intervals, thus boost- 
ing sales. 

“If in these times of depression, 
the American people want to save 
money on their schools without 
taking it out of the children, a 
good place to start would be on 
the School Book Trust.” 


BANKER CONVICTED 
OF EMBEZZLEMENT 


PHILADELPHIA — Alexander 
D. Robinson, former vice president 
and treasurer of the closed North- 
western Trust Co. was convicted 
Tuesday of embezzlement and 
misapplication of $492,000 of the 
bank’s funds. 

He was denied bail and com- 
mitted to jail pending disposition 
of a motion for a new trial. 


No Extra Penalty 
For Striking Man 
Wearing Glasses 








Contrary to the popular belief, 
there are no laws in the United 
States providing a greater penalty 
for striking a man wearing glasses 
than for striking one not wearing 
glasses. In either case the person 
striking would be committing as- 
sault and battery. 

A person wearing glasses would 
be much more likely to be injured 
by a blow in the face than a per- 
son not wearing glasses, and con- 
sequently striking a man with 
spectacles on might be 
unfair advantage of him. A court 
might take these facts into con- 


sideration in passing senten - 
on a person convicted of acagult 
othe 





and battery by striking another. 
in the face. 
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PHONE RATE CUTS 
BEFORE COUNCIL 
AT NEXT MEETING 


Resolution To Be Given 
New Council At Its 
First Meeting 


Lee N. Rainbow, president of 
the Telephone Subscribers Asso- 
ciation for Lower Rates, said to- 
day that resolutions asking lower 
rates for the city will be present- 
ed to the first meeting of the in- 
coming Muscatine city council on 
the night of March 16. 

More than 2,000 citizens have 
already signed the resolution, Mr. 
Rainbow asserted, and more are 
signing it daily. All residents of 
the city are invited to attend the 
meeting, Mr. Rainbow said, as the 
organization wants to show the 
council that the public is support- 
ing the move for lower telephone 
rates. 

In addition to the residents who 
have signed the resolution, Mr. 
Rainbow said all were invited to 
join the organization to work to- 
gether for rate decreases. 

A meeting was held Tuesday 
night at the Union School House, 
Sweetland township to organize 
telephone subscribers in that sec- 
tion to work for lower rates. Mr. 
Rainbow addressed those attend- 
ing the meeting and explained 
workings of the group. 

Members of the resolutions com- 
mittee of the organization are Mr. 
Rainbow, Charles F. Fulliam, Mrs. 
Lucille Freybler, Mrs. Gertrude 
Keeley and Frank L. Grigg. 


CLAIM MELLON 
EVADED TAXES 


WASHINGTON — Andrew W. 
Mellon and two of his former 
treasury associates have been 
named defendants in a $220,000,- 
000 civil suit — the largest ever 
filed in the District of Columbia 
supreme court. 

The suit charges connivance 
with officers of unidentified for- 
eign steamship companies to evade 
payment of income taxes. 

David H. Blair, one-time com- 
missioner of internal revenue, and 
Alexander W. Gregg, former act- 
ing general counsel of the revenue 
bureau, were named defendants. 

The suit was filed by David A. 
Olson, who resigned recently as a 
stock market investigator for the 
senate banking committee after 
charging that he had not been 
given a free hand. 

Mellon was accused in the suit 
of failing to collect $100,000,000 in 
delinquent taxes from the steam- 
ship lines and with placing the 
government in such a position 
that it was forced to refund $10,- 
000,000. 

The suit also asks interest on 
the $220,000,000 which would 
bring the total damages up to 
many more millions. Action was 
based on a statute of 1863, making 
federal officials liable for double 
the amount of damages. Under 
the statute a citizen may sue in 
behalf of the United States, with 
whatever amounts collected going 
to the treasury. 


DEMOCRATIC GAINS 
IN CITY ELECTION 


Democrats won almost all of- 
fices in the Muscatine city elec- 
tion last Monday. F. D. McKin- 
ney, recorder, Republican, how- 
ever had the largest plurality, 
having 1574 more votes than his 
closest opponent George Lindle. 
Other new officers elected were: 

Engineer—H. H. Fitzgerald (D). 
ae — Harvey G. Allbee 

Street commissioner—Robert L. 
Dale (D). 

—— — William Brown 
(R). 

Park commissioner—Mrs. Nellie 
M. Ziegler (R). 

Alderman, first ward—Gustay 
Weis (D). 

Alderman, second ward—C. E. 
Graebner (R). 

Alderman, third ward—Albert 
Stoizenau (D). 











Honest Judge Says 
Rich Escape Fines 


Judge I. M. Anderson, of Jack- 
sonville, Fla., answering the ac- 
cusation that he did not bring in 
as much money in fines as_ his 
predecessors had done, explained 
that such moneys come from the 
poor, not the rich; that thousands 
of the influential citizens pass 
stop signs and traffic lights, park 
by fire plugs and commit other 
offenses, but they never have to 
pay fines. Their political friends 
intercede for them, and _ their 
traffic tickets never show up in 
court. 

Said Judge Anderson: “I have 
yet to have an arrested banker 
brought before me. The speed- 
ers usually are fruit or fish 
peddlers or other kinds of poor 
devils who are barely making 
enough to buy gasoline to peddle 
their wares. They have ancient 
autos that are about to fall apart. 
The eight-cylinder cars, it seems, 
are always within the speed 
limits. Only the 1925 models 
with four cylinders are speed- 
crazy.”—Golden Age. 


MUSCATINE SCRIP 
PLAN OPPOSED BY 
EMPLOYED COUNCIL 


Resolutions opposing the use of 
scrip money in Muscatine county 
were passed at units meetings of 
the Muscatine Unemployed Coun- 
cil last Monday night, according 
to D. L. Dale of the organization. 
Local officers of the Council are 
C. Haber, general chairman and 
Fred Jackson, secretary. 

Explaining their stand against 
scrip money, the officers said they 
opposed it: 

“Because scrip places the bur- 
den of the depression on the work- 
ing class, and lifts responsibility 
from the failing capitalistic 
shoulders. 

“Because it is in reality a 
further wage cut to every employe 
paid with these “scrip dollars.” 
Ten cents in cash being required, 
for each “five dollar pay day,” to 
spend the scrip, being a two per 
cent reduction in wages. 

“Because it will further the 
hoarding or gold and currency by 
allowing the purchasing, working 
class to obtain and have only 
scrip money, while capital and 
“would-be” capitalists hide and 
hold good American currency and 
gold. 

“Because it is an increase in 
taxes to the smaller business 
houses while not effecting bank- 
ers, money changers and big bus- 
iness, in fact reducing their tax 
burden. 

“Because it will create more 
bureaucracy in state, county and 
city administration.” 

Further discussion will be heard 
on these questions at a future 
meeting to be announced later. 








GUILTY OF POVERTY 


Dear Editor: 

Friends who have talked with 
President Roosevelt recently agree 
that he considers farm relief the 
key log of the present jam. If 
farm mortgage foreclosures can 
be stopped, and farm buying pow- 
er restored, Mr. Roosevelt believes 
that a foundation for proseperity 
will be laid, and that the country 
then will have both time and 
strength to raise the superstruc- 
ture. 

He is said to have no illusion 
that farm relief alone will do the 
work, but believes it is the place 
to start. 

Farmers are fighting to save 
thcir homes from tax sales or 
mortgage foreclosures in the legis- 
latures of 21 states, and in many 


places are resorting to more direct: 


action. 

All over the world the people 
are being “taxed to death!” Their 
only crime is that they are Guilty 
of Poverty. Long ago “the em- 
battled farmers fired the shot 
heard ’round the world’—as the 
poet Longfellow so beautifully told 


us. 
H. B. Porter, 
Bridgeport, Conn. 





Cartridges of gunpowder are 
used to supply the power to a new 
welding and riveting gun that al- 
sO can be used to drill holes in 
heavy steel plates. 





INCREASING COSTS 
OF SERVICE TAKE 
BIGGER TAX SLICE 


Expenses Trebled While 
Poor Suffer From 


Lack Of Care 


(Continued from page one) 


costs of previous years when Dr. 
W. S. Norton was the county phy- 
sician. He is still doing the bulk 
of the work having charge of the 
county home and county jail. Dr. 
Norton has been the county doc- 
tor since before 1900. If he choose 
he could probably reveal facts on 
the county medical problem which 
would startle the community, but 
like other doctors, he has refused 
to give any information because 
of “ethics.” 
Would Oust Norton 

But certain information regard- 
ing Dr. Norton’s work can be ob- 
tained from public and private 
sources. For instance for years 
prior to 1929 there was a concert- 
ed effort on the part of some phy- 
sicians to oust Dr. Norton as coun- 
ty doctor. 

For several years prior to 1931 
the cost of medical service for the 
county was $100 yearly for 52 
weekly visits to the county home. 
Extra visits at the call of the sup- 
erintendent were $2.50 each. Sur- 
gical cases were charged for at 
the extra visit rate only. Thus a 
major operation for which $100 to 
$500 might be charged was assess- 
ed at only $2.50 per visit: Con- 
finement case charges were $15 
each. City visits, day or night 
were $1.00 each. There was no 
fee for surgical cases at hospitals. 
With increasing burdens on the 
county doctor these costs mount- 
ed gradually, but in 1930 the cost 
of caring for cases at the county 
home and confinement approxi- 
mated only $1,200. 

New Contract 

Then for 1931 the medical 
society again swept into action. 
Dr. Norton was prevailed upon— 
or refused, his silence makes it 
impossible to learn definitely—not 
to bid against the medical society. 
The supervisors gave the health 
society the medical work at $3,600 
yearly. The contract was renewed 
in 1932. This year the cost was 
increased to $4,800. This is three 
times what it was in 1930. 

It is impossible to learn who 
gets the $4,800 or what part of it. 
But from reliable sources it has 
been learned that Dr. Norton gets 
$100 each three months for tak- 
ing care of ALL county home and 
county jail cases with no fees for 
confinement cases or surgery. In 
1931 he cared for at least 24 con- 
finements, and in 1932 he cared 
for at least 35 confinements for 
which no fee was charged. 

Who Gets Money? 

That means if the old confine- 
ment case charge is being con- 
tinued, the society got at least 
$845 for these confinement cases. 
It is impossible to determine who 
then got the money. 

Meanwhile work at the county 
home has increased and is in- 
creasing under present conditions. 
It is impossible to care for all 
cases there without additional 
nursing help, but in several cases 
recently reported, there have 
been opposition to allowing 
this nursing help because it would 
take money from the _ doctors’ 
$4,800 fund. 

Not satisfied with shoving a 
large portion of the work for 
which they are paid $4,800 on to 
Dr. Norton and paying him only 
$400, some doctors have suggested 
that he take less pay. Other doc- 
tors protesting this proposed re- 
duction have stated that no other 
doctor can be found who would 
do Dr. Norton’s work for the 
small sum he is receiving. 

What to Do 

What can be done to remedy 
this deplorable situation? Little 
under terms of the 1933 contract 
made by the supervisors. However 
residents of Muscatine county 
who do not favor the present sys- 
tem can write their views on the 
subject to this paper for publica- 
tion as well as those who believe 
the present system is better than 
that prior to 1930. 

Citizens should also express 
their opinions to the board of 
supervisors and suggest action to 
correct the situation. 











